“THE ETERNAL SECURITY OF THE CHILD OF GOD”
(Romans 8:1; Romans 8:28-31; Romans 8:38-39)        

“There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit” (Romans 8:1)
  “And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to His purpose.  For whom He did foreknow, He also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren.  Moreover, whom He did predestinate, them He also called: and whom He called, them He also justified: and whom He justified, them He also glorified.  What shall we then say to these things?  If God be for us, who can be against us?”  (Romans 8:28-31)

  “For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8:38-39)
The question is often asked (and hotly debated), “Can a saved person ever be lost again after being saved?”  Is it possible for a Christian to fall out of grace and lose his salvation?  It must be confessed that there are good, honest people who not only believe that it is possible, but that it often happens.  In a former pastorate, I remember quite well a good, honest, faithful Christian man (according to evidence) who contended that I was guilty of heresy when I preached on the eternal security of a saved person.  He contended that if he sinned on a given day and did not ask for forgiveness, if he died that day, he would go to hell for eternity.  This is what he said, but this is not what the Bible says. 


I have found this to be often true, that the person who believes in probated salvation does not really have a  Scriptural doctrine of salvation at all.  His “doctrine of salvation” is a patchwork of proof texts which don’t prove, human reasoning which does not agree with God, and a man-centered performance which removes the grace of God from salvation altogether.  I have also found that those who hold such a “doctrine” do so for one of three reasons: (l) Dependence upon feeling instead of revealed fact; (2) Dependence upon human reason instead of Divine revelation; and/or (3) more awareness of personal failures (especially the failures of others) than awareness of the  personal Savior.  Any of those failures is fatal to accurate doctrine.

Other honest people feel that it is impossible to know whether or not you are saved.  The statement of some is, “We will have to wait until we die and see.”  I am so glad that we can have full assurance that we are now saved and will never be unsaved again.

It is necessary for us to realize that Biblically there are three stages in the salvation of the individual: (l) There is salvation in its commencement — this is regeneration and justification.  When a sinner experiences this, it could be called salvation in possession. (2) There is salvation in its continuance — this is sanctification, a daily process of growth in grace.  When a saint experiences this, it could be called salvation in progress.   (3) And there is salvation in its consummation or conclusion — this is glorification, summed up in the word “heaven.” When a saint reaches heaven, he has salvation in perfection.   Now, the question is, Can a person who has the beginning experience of salvation — the conversion experience — lose it?  The answer is emphatically No!  Yet, there are some who loudly object to the doctrine of the security of the believer.

Some object on a Scriptural basis.  They say the Bible teaches that a saved person can lose his salvation.  For this reason, I want to deal with the Scriptures that are often referred to.  One is Galatians 5:4, “Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen from (away from) grace.”  That is where the expression, “fallen from grace” originates, but it has nothing whatsoever to do with saved people.  This text describes Jews who came face to face with the truth of salvation by grace through faith in Jesus Christ, but then turned back to salvation by works or back to religion.  Paul simply says about them that they have “fallen away from grace.”  The entire book of Galatians is a polemic against salvation by any other means except the grace of God, and for salvation by grace alone and through faith alone.  Again and again, Paul removes man’s works as a means of salvation, though he does reveal the necessity of works as a result and as a proof of salvation.

A second proof text passage often used by probated salvationists is Hebrews 6:4-6, “It is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost, If they shall fall away, to renew them again unto repentance.”  Some say this teaches that a saved person can fall out of grace and lose his salvation.  Note that the word “salvation” is never used in this passage, nor is the word, “apostasy.”  The word for “fall away” is another Greek word altogether.    The word “salvation” does occur rather convincingly several verses later (Hebrews 6:9) when the writer says, “But beloved, we are persuaded better things of you, and things that accompany salvation.”  This is obviously addressed to Christians, because the writer calls them “beloved.”  He declares that he is warranted to expect salvation-fruits from them simply because they are saved.  The science of Biblical interpretation is called “hermeneutics,” and one of the most important principles of hermeneutics is that the interpreter should never build a doctrine or a definitive doctrinal statement on an unclear passage.  Any passage that has any degree of uncertainty about it should always be interpreted in light of the passages that are crystal clear. Any person who attempts to build a doctrine of “insecure salvation” on this passage will find himself impaled on the horns of several sharp dilemmas.  Furthermore, one of the greatest passages on the eternal security of the born-again person is found in this very chapter. Hebrews 6:13-20 should be studied exhaustively; it will greatly reward the diligent and patient student.

If this paragraph (Hebrews 6:4-6) teaches probated salvation, then it also teaches that the person who loses his salvation could never be saved again.  There is no group to my knowledge that teaches that a man who has been saved and then lost again that does not teach the possibility of being saved again.  Their doctrine would have to make this addition to Jesus’ declaration to Nicodemus: “Ye must be born again and again and again....”!  Some members of some church groups testify that they have been saved many times (thus showing an ignorance of true salvation).   These verses do not permit such a view of salvation.  

Let me quote a paragraph from Warren Wiersbe which satisfies the text: “You should note that the words ‘crucify’ and ‘put’ in verse 6 are, in the Greek, present participles: ‘while they are crucifying ... and while they are putting Him to an open shame.’  The writer did not say that these people could never be brought to repentance, but that they cannot be brought to repentance while they are treating Jesus Christ in such a shameful way.  Once they stop disgracing Jesus Christ in this way, they can be brought to repentance and renew their fellowship with God” (For the entire statement, see Wiersbe’s devotional commentary on Hebrews entitled, Be Confident).  Hebrews 6:4-6 would require much more exploration than time, space or subject would allow at this point, so we will defer a more extensive treatment to another message. 

A third passage often used in objection to the doctrine of the security of the believer is Hebrews 10:26, which says, “If we sin wilfully after we have received the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins.”  It must be recognized that the word “sin” in the book of Hebrews is used for just one kind of sin — the sin of unbelief.  For example, Hebrews 12:1 speaks of “the sin which so easily besets us.”  This phrase has furnished the text for many a sermon on “Besetting Sins,” but this use of the text is not supported by its context.  The “sin which easily besets us” in the book of Hebrews is the sin of unbelief.  Remember that Hebrews 12:1 closely follows  the great “Faith Chapter,” Hebrews eleven.  The sin of unbelief is the mother sin, the father sin, the parent sin of all other sins.  Hebrews 10:26 means that if we deliberately, wilfully reject Jesus Christ after hearing the Gospel and receiving a knowledge of the truth about Christ, then there is absolutely no hope for us, because there is no other sacrifice for sins except the death of Christ.  This verse simply says that Christ is the only hope for unsaved man, and that to reject Him is to be utterly hopeless.  

Another verse is I John 3:9, “Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin; for His seed (life-principle or offspring) remaineth in him; and he cannot sin (a present tense verb: “keep on sinning”), because he is born of God.”  The word “seed” may mean “God’s life-principle,” or it may mean “God’s child” or “God’s offspring.”  But the rest of the verse is extremely severe.  This is a simple matter of proper interpretation. The verbs are in the continuous present tense. They literally mean, “Whosoever is born of God doth not habitually make it his practice to commit sin; and he cannot sin (make it an habitual practice to keep on committing sin), because he is born of God.”  And the verse clearly says, “God’s seed remaineth in him.”  If the word “seed” refers to God’s Life-principle, then that principle remains in the child of God after he is born of God.  This supports the eternal security of God’s born-again child.  If, on the other hand, the word “seed” refers to God’s child, then that child remains “in Him,” in Christ, after he has been born again.  No matter which interpretation one takes, here is a clear statement that when a person has been saved, either salvation remains in him or he remains in Christ.  Either way, he is eternally secure!

There are a number of other passages which are believed to teach that a man can have salvation and then lose it, but not one of them does this; in fact, they all teach exactly the opposite.

Now, having dealt briefly with a few of  the critical objections, we come to the doctrine itself.  There are many approaches that might be taken to this doctrine, but I want to broadly sum up the doctrine by showing that is not only true, but absolutely necessary.

                                 I.  THE NATURE OF THE SINNER
First, the nature of man, the nature of the sinner, makes this doctrine necessary if a single person is ever to get to heaven.  Pause a moment and take this two-question quiz.  First question:  On a scale of 0 to 100 percent, how sure are you that you would spend eternity with God if you were to die today?  Second question: On what foundation is your assurance based?  If you believe in probated, uncertain, insecure salvation , then part of your faith must be vested in yourself as its object, so your salvation finally depends on you.  An answer of less than 100 percent to the first question indicates that you are trusting, at least in part, in yourself.  And if you are depending on yourself for salvation or security, even in the slightest measure, you do not have salvation.  You only have probation.

Suppose you were in a boat in the middle of a lake.  Suppose the boat capsized.  Suppose you could not swim!  But suppose I came along in my own boat, thrust a hand out to you, and said, “Take hold of my hand.  I’ll save you.”  You put out your hand, and I take you into my boat.  You have been “rescued,” or “saved.”  And I turn the boat toward the safety of the shore.  But suppose that on the return trip you say something that seriously offends me.  Without a word, I pick you up bodily and throw you back into the water to drown.  If I have rejected you on a charge that is serious enough to throw you overboard again, it is not likely that I will accept any appeal you can make for a second rescue, or a second salvation.  Now, did I really save you?  No!  Salvation would mean removal from the water and placement on solid ground.  What I provided was only a reprieve, only probation, not salvation.  

You see, the tiniest trust in yourself is devastating in the matter of salvation. Why? Because we all sin every day (I am simply not willing to compromise this point).   The Bible says, “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth of God is not in us.”  These words were written by the Apostle John in I John 1:8, and he includes himself as a Christian in the word “we.”The verb “have” is in the present tense, indicating that no Christian can claim to be totally free of sin at any moment in this life.   Our very flesh (the part of us that allows sin and indulges in it) is faulty, frail and failing, and neither its best performance nor its best motive is to be trusted.  Some apparently go deeper into obvious sin than others, and some stay in obvious sin longer than others.  If it were possible for a Christian to lose his salvation and cease to be a child of God, where would the line be drawn?  Will we say that, if a man commits a certain kind of sin, he ceases to be a child of God, but he may commit another kind of sin, and still be a child of God?   Who will determine which sins are “big enough” to cause the loss of salvation?  You see, this causes a desperately deficient view of both sin and salvation.  Sin is much more critical in any kind, size or form than this view allows, and salvation is much more Divine and mighty and eternal than this view permits.  I am saying this: the nature of man , both before and after salvation, makes the doctrine of the security of the believer an absolute necessity if any of us is to get to heaven.
  The truth is that, if a single child of God falls away and becomes a lost sinner again when he sins, then every saved person in the world falls away, for all sin.  And that would mean that only those who died the very moment all sins were confessed and forgiven would be saved.  If a believer could be lost after having been truly saved, his only chance of getting to heaven would be to have a perfect and sinless moment, and die during that moment!  Do you realize what this does to the nature of God?  If God saved a person, then simply watched as the person sinned and lost his salvation -- and went to hell — then God would be as merciless as Satan!  After all, God could have been merciful enough to kill the person while he was saved, but He didn’t!  What kind of God is this, anyway?  No, the God of the Bible is the Planner, Provider, and Perfecter of man’s salvation — as well as the Protector of the saved!  

Pastor A. W. Tozer said it beautifully: “God can never discover anything in our lives as believers that will cause Him to change His mind about our being in His family.  When we trusted in Him for salvation, He was fully aware of every sin we had ever committed and ever would commit in the future.  He knew us utterly before we knew Him and called us to Himself in the full knowledge of everything that was against us.”  The Bible clearly teaches that God took man’s nature into full account before He ever moved in grace toward sinners to save them.  “When we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly” (Romans 5:6). “While we were yet sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8).  “When we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of His Son” (Romans 5:10).  If God moved toward us in saving grace when we were only helpless, ungodly sinners, His enemies, and was undeterred by our condition in providing salvation for us, can we honestly believe that He will be deterred by such actions after He has saved us?  God has never been surprised, shocked, or astonished at anything in us.  And He will not probate us because of anything He finds in us as His children.  This is no license to sin; it is an admission of reality.  God hates sin, and He instills that hatred by progressive sanctification into His child, also.

 If God saves us by grace, then He keeps us by grace also.  If we save ourselves to any degree whatsoever, then we can lose our salvation in the area in which it depends upon us.  But because it is “by grace that ye are saved through faith, and that not of yourselves,” salvation is totally of God.  And “I know that, whatsoever God doeth, it shall be for ever: nothing can be put to it, nor anything taken from it: and God doeth it, that men should fear before Him” (Ecclesiastes 3:14).

Let me repeat a story from the life of the grand old preacher, M. E. Ramay: “Well do I recall walking down the hill outside the Jerusalem wall with a young Arab guide.  He stopped and said, ‘Sir, do you see that opening in the wall?’  The wall around the old city of Jerusalem is two and one-fourth miles around, averages about thirty-eight feet high and has been standing for more than four hundred years.  I said, ‘Yes, tell me about it.’  With great pride, he answered, ‘Sir, we made that opening in the wall at the close of World War I for the ceremonial entrance of General Allenby as he was coming to take over Palestine as a mandate of the British Government.  We had been under the iron heel of the Turks and the action of the British Government was a great day for us.’  I said, ‘Tell me about that day.’  He replied, ‘We had armed soldiers lined on either side of the road from the gate to the foot of the hill, to guard the city until General Allenby arrived.’  I asked, ‘Suppose the General had not arrived?’  He replied happily, ‘Oh, sir, the same British Government that was guarding the city until the general arrived, was also guarding the general to see that he arrived safely.’” 

 In the statement of a pagan man, you have a perfect illustration of the doctrine of eternal security.  Note the Gospel parallels to this story.  Jesus made the opening, the door, for our entrance into Life and Heaven.  He knocked a giant hole in the wall of sin so that we might go through to God.  He shattered the domain of Satan and sin (Colossians 2:15-16).  When we have received His salvation mandate, He then sends an army of Heaven’s attendants to guard us every step of the way to the city, thus assuring us of safe passage and entrance.  This truth is stated in Scripture in these words: “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you, who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time” (I Peter 1:3-5).  The same God who is guarding the City until we arrive, is also guarding us to see that we arrive safely! The same God who secures Heaven for His born-again children, secures His born-again children for Heaven!  The same Jesus who is preparing a perfect place in Heaven for His children (John 14:2-3), is perfecting a people on earth for that place!   Those who have already been saved with a perfect salvation (the past tense of salvation) are also being progressively cleansed and sanctified (the present tense of salvation), and will one day be glorified with Jesus in Heaven (the future tense of salvation).  

We must also note that we are “kept by the power of God through faith.” The probated salvationist says, “Aha!  Here’s where the failure occurs, not in God’s grace, but in man’s faith.”   Let me illustrate this, also.  The best-selling Christian book of history next to the Bible is John Bunyan’s classic allegory entitled Pilgrim’s Progress.  The main character is appropriately named “Christian.”  After Christian was saved at the cross, his pilgrimage takes him to “the house of the Interpreter.”  Interpreter receives him into his house, and begins to teach him many of the deep and rich things of God.  While they are walking through the local community together one day, Christian sees a fire blazing brightly out of a wall.  He also sees a man in front of the wall throwing water on the fire, but it blazed even higher.  Christian is puzzled at this sight, so Interpreter takes him behind the wall, where he sees one throwing oil on the fire.  The message?  When God lights the fire of faith in the heart of a sinner and thus makes him His own child, Satan will do everything possible to quench this fire, to destroy this faith. He may “throw cold water” on the Christian’s faith, and subdue it, but he cannot destroy it.   While Satan is trying to destroy his faith, there is SOMEONE “behind the wall” continually fueling the faith which He ignited!  You see, God has “covered all the bases!”  He has left no stone unturned in providing for us a Perfect Salvation.  Glory to His Dear Name!

      II. THE NATURE OF THE SAVIOR

Secondly, the nature of God, the nature of the Savior, also makes this doctrine a necessity.  Guarantees are made from the perspective of the manufacturer, not the consumer.  If  what the Bible teaches about God is true, it is utterly unthinkable that God would save a sinner one moment, and allow him to be lost the next.  For a moment, let’s match the doctrine of the security of the believer with just a few facts that we know about God.  What kind of God is this God who saves us, anyway?

First, He is a God of eternal purpose.  This eternal purpose of God forms the subject of Romans 8:28-31.  “And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to His purpose.  For whom He did foreknow, He also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren.  Moreover, whom He did predestinate, them He also called: and whom He called, them He also justified: and whom He justified, them He also glorified.  What shall we then say to these things?  If God be for us, who can be against us?”  Now, whenever you find the words election, or predestination, in the Bible, the message is always the same.  Stated simply, these words mean that God has an eternal purpose for the believer in Christ.  He has purposed to save him, to set him apart to serve God, and finally, to glorify him.  And, for the believer, God’s purpose is virtually already completed.  Again, in Ephesians 1, in II Corinthians 2, and in II Timothy 1, this eternal purpose of God is plainly stated.  God has carefully planned the believer’s salvation before the foundation of the world.  It is simply preposterous to believe that a sinner who could not even save himself to begin with could destroy the eternal purpose of God by becoming lost again after God purposed his salvation and went to such great lengths to purchase it!

Also, this God who saves us is a God of infinite power.  When God saves a sinner, His mighty power is exerted in behalf of that sinner.  Now, if God saves that sinner but cannot keep him, then there is a greater power in the universe than God.  If Satan can overcome Jesus to get one Christian, he can overcome Him to get all of us.  There are no degrees of security, and every believer is equally secure with all other believers.  No believer is more or less secure than any other believer.  We all have the same amount of security in Christ.  If there is anything in the world that dishonors God, it is the teaching that attributes to Him a half-way salvation.  In Philippians 1:6, we find these words: “We are confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perfect it unto the day of Jesus Christ.”  The only kind of salvation suitable to the power and purpose of God is a full, complete, total, eternal salvation.  

Finally, this God who saves us is a God of passionate love for His children.  This is the message of Romans 8:38-39.  “For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” The Bible everywhere teaches that God loves all men, but it also teaches that God also has a special redemptive love for His children.  It is this love that is referred to in Roman 8.  When it tells us that nothing shall separate us from the love of Christ, it doesn’t mean that the saint can’t do anything to keep God from loving him (though this is certainly true); it means rather that nothing that a twice-born believer could ever do or experience, whether past, present, or future, could ever separate him from that redemptive love of Christ.

The Bible asks a question which can have but one answer: “If God be for us, who can be against us?” (Romans 8:31).  We must not miss, or misunderstand, or misinterpret, this promise.  Paul is not saying that nothing will ever be against you after you become a Christian.  In fact, both he and Jesus declare just the opposite!  But what he means is that nothing that is against you will ever ultimately be successful.  No adversary can successfully challenge God’s  purpose, His power, or His love.  The eternal purpose of God, the infinite power of God, and the passionate love of God for His children are the foundation stones of each believer’s security in Christ.  So our security is founded on bedrock.  The nature of the Savior requires and guarantees the doctrine of eternal security.

           III.  THE NATURE OF SALVATION


Thirdly, the nature of salvation itself also makes this doctrine a necessity.

The doctrine of the eternal security of every born-again person is completely consistent with the total message that the Bible presents about salvation, and the teaching of “falling from grace” is completely inconsistent with that message.  Every passage on salvation in the Bible either infers, implies, or plainly states this doctrine.  Look at the implications of the doctrine of salvation.

First, the fact that salvation is by grace makes this doctrine necessary.  Ephesians 2:8-9 stands as a Mount Everest among the peaks of Scriptural revelation about salvation.  It says, “By grace are ye saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.”
 This is an absolutely clear statement.  There is no question whatsoever that it supplies a definitive statement by design about God’s wonderful salvation.  It clearly tells us that grace is the source, supplier, and sustainer of salvation (the term “are ye saved” is a perfect tense verb; “you stand forever saved” would be an accurate translation of it)  and faith is the agent of salvation, and neither man’s character or performance has anything to do with it (“not of works, lest any man should boast.”).  Ephesians 2:8-10 deserve a much lengthier and more careful treatment than these brief and inadequate words, but for the moment we will go on.  If salvation is by grace, and a saved man lost his salvation, then the grace of God is not sufficient for salvation.  But not only is the grace of God powerful and adequate in saving sinners, it is equally adequate to sustain and keep eternally secure that person whom it saves.

Second, the doctrine of justification by faith makes this doctrine necessary.  When a sinner trusts Christ, he is justified in God’s sight — declared and counted perfectly righteous in God’s sight, not because he is himself righteous in character or conduct, but rather because the righteousness of Christ is credited to him when he trusts Christ.  The holiness of the believer’s character and conduct are products of regeneration and sanctification.  Regeneration changes his nature, and sanctification progressively changes his character and conduct to conform them to the standard of Christ’s life.  But justification by faith secures his standing before God, and by that justification, he is given an absolutely inviolable position before God in which he is always accepted and received as if he were Christ Himself!  Again, the key verbs that are used are perfect tense verbs, and they thus present a perfect, eternal, and eternally secure salvation.  The perfect tense verb at this point means that, when a sinner is saved, his past, present, and future are cleared of all blame, guilt, and sin in God’s sight — as far as salvation is concerned.  

A man may be accused of murder, taken before a court of law, tried and found guilty.  If he is acquitted, he can never be tried for the same offense again.  Or a man may be accused, tried, found guilty and then be pardoned.  If so, he can never be tried for that offense again.  He might be placed on parole and then, because of his conduct, be taken back to prison.  But when Christ justifies a guilty sinner on the basis of His Death at Calvary, He does not “let us out on parole.”  He totally and perfectly justifies us (I say, perfectly — the Holy Spirit uses the perfect-tense verb), and all the while He has a full and intelligent awareness of our past condition, our present weaknesses, and our future potential to sin.  From that moment, we can never be tried or imprisoned for the same offense again.  “If the Son shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.”  If the believer is not secure, then he is only on reprieve; he is only out of bondage on parole and probation.  He is not justified at all.  

May I repeat it for emphasis: God’s justification of sinners is perfect; it is recorded in Scripture in the perfect tense.  Justification in the perfect tense means that the verdict which God will pronounce over us on the day of judgment has already been pronounced in the present. And the justification that is pronounced today in behalf of  the trusting sinner (in the perfect tense) will be fully honored in eternity.  This is a simple explanation of the Biblical doctrine of justification by faith, and it requires and guarantees the eternal security of every born-again believer. 

Also, the doctrine of the new birth makes this doctrine necessary.  Why would Jesus and other Bible writers use a term, “birth,” which pictures a once-and-for-all occurrence, an occurrence which cannot be undone and need not be redone, an occurrence which cannot be repealed and cannot be repeated, to picture His salvation if that salvation can be repealed and might be repeated?  If Jesus used a term in such a definitive chapter as John three which cannot be trusted, and that term is amplified in many other places in Scripture as a key term in understanding salvation, then how could we possibly trust any term that is used about salvation?  I would insist that those who believe in probated salvation explain that term and show us how it allows a doctrine of insecure salvation.  You simply cannot repeal a birth, nor can it be repeated.  This is certainly true of physical birth, and that is beyond argument.  It is also true of spiritual birth, and though some insist on arguing that a birth can be canceled or repealed, there is absolutely nothing in the evidence of Scripture that agrees with their argument.  Birth is a once-for-all occurrence.  II Peter 1:4 tells us what the new birth gives to the born one: “We are partakers of the Divine nature.”  The inner character of the believer instantly becomes an extension of the Divine nature of God by a real birth “right out of God” (John 1:13).  

Though the new believer still retains the flesh, thus providing an opportunity for self and sin to reassert themselves, this new nature cannot be repealed or repeated; he is born of God!  When a child is born of his earthly parents by biological birth, he enters his human family.  In an equally real and miraculous way, when a sinner is born of God, he enters His Divine family.  His place in that family is forever thereafter as secure as his birth, which can’t be reversed!  When a child is born of his mother and father, he is their child.  Nothing can undo this relationship.  Dr. D. Martin Lloyd-Jones, the great London pastor and preacher, said, “What a monstrous suggestion that is, that a man can be a Christian one day, and that then he can sin and fall from grace; and then on a later day become a Christian again!  Such an idea implies a most defective view of regeneration.”

Again, the doctrine of the substitutionary, atoning death of Jesus on the cross makes this doctrine necessary.  When Jesus paid for my sins at Calvary, all of my sins were then future.  Yet He paid for all of them!  When He cried from the cross, “It is finished!” it is again a perfect tense verb that is used, indicating a perfect settlement for all of my sins.  Since all of my sins have already been paid for — in full— by the death of Jesus on the cross, it would be “double jeopardy,” “double indemnity,” an unnecessary second payment of an already settled account, if I went to hell after being saved.  Jesus cried, “It stands forever finished!”  

                “If Thou hast my discharge procured, and freely in my place endured,

                            the whole of wrath Divine;

                  Payment God cannot twice demand — first at my bleeding Surety’s hand,

                            and then again at mine.”

I recently read a Roman Catholic tract concerning the Catholic “mass,” which they say repeats and completes the sacrifice of Christ on Calvary (!).  The tract said, “By offering mass, we add something to the sacrifice of Christ upon Calvary.”  Dear friends, whom are we to believe?  It is either this man’s word or God’s Word.  I am not overly concerned about this man’s approval of my beliefs, but I am certain that Heaven would prefer that I believe God’s Word when it stands in conflict with the word of any man.  Since Christ has been judged on the cross for the sin of the believer, the believer himself will not be judged.  If  anyone is to be kept out of heaven for my sins, it is Christ!  Since He took all of my sins, He had full responsibility for them the moment He accepted them.  If He did not fully settle the problem of sin at the cross, He still has that responsibility today.  But the clear and consistent testimony of Scripture is that He paid for my sins on the Cross and settled the sin-issue fully, finally, freely and forever!  Hallelujah!

As far as salvation is concerned, all of my sins have already been removed — past, present, or future — and paid for by the perfect settlement of Christ’s death on the cross, and God will not require two payments for the same sin — one at Christ’s expense, and another at mine!  Furthermore, if a saved person became lost again, and then wanted to be saved again (a completely unbiblical idea), this would require a literal second death of Jesus on Calvary!  And even then, that death would be potentially as ineffective as the first one, which could not keep him saved the first time!  What a round robin of inefficiency this would make of the glorious cross of Christ!  What a bungled job this would make of God’s glorious salvation!  No, “it is finished” means that when I am saved, I am forever secure because of the full and perfect settlement of the cross.
Also, the intercessory work of Christ in heaven during this age for believers makes the doctrine of eternal security a necessity.  Hebrews 7:25 says, “Christ is able to save unto the uttermost those who come unto God by Him, seeing He ever liveth to make intercession for us.”  Intercession in heaven is unnecessary unless believers are threatened on earth.  And they are!  But if the threat can turn into the eternal destruction of the believer, then the prayers of Christ are either wasted of inadequate.  Can you imagine God the Father rejecting a single prayer of Jesus His Son?  If you want a model of Christ’s prayers for you during this age, read John 17 and note the occurrence of the word, “keep,” or “guard,” the verb Jesus uses in appealing to the Father for you.  When Christ’s prayer for your security is coupled with the Father’s ability to keep you, do you then dare to impugn the Father’s love and power as well as Christ’s compassion, salvation, and intercession by saying that God will lose some whom He has saved.  Jesus said, “I have lost none,” and that is still true!  

Someone will protest, “Then you are offering a license to Christians to sin, even to live like the Devil, while still holding out the guarantee that they will be saved.”  Friend, I am not offering to sinners anything -- either consolation or condemnation!  All salvation offers and securities (and threats) are made by God Himself, and we need not worry about His offers.  The issue of sin for a believer is addressed in I John 1:7-2:2.  After the Holy Spirit has clearly established that believers still do sin, and even that they sin more than anyone realizes (I John 1:8), he tells us how we are to deal with ours sins (I John 1:9).  He tells us in I John 1:7 that there is an adequate and up-to-date “laundry facility” in the Household of God, provided to enable us to be cleansed when we have sinned.  Then, in I John 2:1, He guards Himself against the charge that grace invites sin and that Heaven is “soft” on sin (!) by saying, “My little children, these things I write unto you, that ye sin not.”  In other words, it is Heaven’s desire that a believer never commit a single sin!  However, God is a thoroughgoing realist.  It was His desire that Adam never sin, too, but he did, and God realistically faced that emergency with the full dimensions of His eternal plan.  And God does the same with the sins of His children.  I John 2:2 contains one of the most marvelous facts in God’s revelation for the sinning believer.  Remember that a believer has God’s own nature, so he is in an “allergic,” unhappy, and dirty condition when he sins.  He is just like a dirty child in an earthly family who has been told to keep himself clean, but he got dirty in spite of his parents’ wishes and cautions.  I John 2:2 says, “And if any one (this epistle is written only to believers) sin, we (Christians) have (present tense) an Advocate (a counselor, a lawyer for our defense) with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.”

When Satan rightly accuses a believer of his sins, that believer should say, “You go talk to my Lawyer!”  Satan may answer, “But you have a bad case.”  Answer him, “Satan, that’s precisely the reason I have a Lawyer!  I only need a Lawyer when I have a bad case!  I wouldn’t need a Lawyer if I had a good case!”  You may be reasonably sure that Satan is not going to pack off to Heaven and spend a lot of time around Jesus!!!  Christian, keep the Hot Line open to your Heavenly Lawyer!  You see, the Christian enterprise is like a Law Firm that has two branches, one on earth and one in Heaven.  And two Lawyers with perfect skills are occupying their posts at all times.  The Holy Spirit is Christ’s Lawyer on earth, to plead and win Christ’s case among men.  And glory to God, Jesus Himself is our Lawyer in Heaven, to plead and win our case before the Father.  For a person to hold to a belief in probated salvation, he must negate this Scriptural teaching, as well as the intercessory ministry of Jesus in Heaven at this very moment for all believers.

Again, the doctrine of everlasting life makes the doctrine of eternal security necessary.  You see, God is as certain about the future as we are about the past, and He wants to impart that certainty and security to us in the present.  John 5:24 is one of many clear and decisive verses in revealing the dimensions of God’s salvation.  It says, “Verily, verily, I (Jesus) say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation, but is passed out of death into life.”  Give careful attention to the verbs in this verse.  The word “heareth” is in the present tense; it means that the hearing occurs at some present moment, like this moment right now.  The word “believeth” is also a present tense, indicating that it also happens at some present moment, presumably near the moment of the “hearing.”  Now, study this very carefully: The word “hath” is also a present tense verb.  It also refers to some present moment.  The clear teaching of the verse is that, in the same moment a sinner “hears” the Word of Christ and “believes” on Him who sent Jesus, at that very moment he “has everlasting life.” The giving of the gift is not postponed to some later time, and the nature of the gift indicates that it cannot be forfeited once it is received. Note carefully the name of the gift.  It does not say that the believer is “put on probation.”  Nor does it say he has a temporary life, waiting for the probationary period of his performance on earth to end to see whether it can be elevated to the status of “everlasting life” in Heaven.  Someone facetiously called those distorted ideas by the name, “temporarily eternal life”!  No, no!  He “has” — here and now and immediately — everlasting life. 

The fact that it is eternal life, by definition alone, establishes eternal security.  Anything eternal is infinite in duration and will never cease nor end.  That which is eternal continues without intermission or termination forever.  That which is eternally yours cannot be lost.  Eternal life, by its very nature, is eternally secure.  No life is everlasting that endures only one year or ten years or ten minutes or until sin comes in!  No!  Eternal life is life that lasts forever!  In quality, it is life that has God at the very center of it, and in duration, it lasts as long as God lives!  One little boy said it colorfully when he exclaimed, “Eternal life is sumpthin’ that won’t quit!”  There is no possible way that anything could be called “eternal” which is here today and gone tomorrow!  That would be temporary salvation (or probation), not eternal salvation.  But again and again, Jesus and the New Testament writers spoke and wrote of eternal salvation, and they never called it by a reduced or adjusted name.

Furthermore, John 5:24 adds this assurance, “And (he) shall not come into condemnation.”  This is a future tense verb, and covers the indefinite, infinite, eternal future.  A born-again Christian will never ever come into condemnation.  He may receive severe chastisement, but never will he face condemnation.  “But is passed from death into life.”  The verb “is passed” is a perfect tense verb, and it means that the person stands forever in this completed condition.  The verb itself means to “migrate.”  The born-again Christian has already passed out of death into life — and he will remain there forever!
Finally, the doctrine of the believer’s identification with Christ makes the doctrine of eternal security a necessity.  The Bible teaches that when a sinner is saved by the blood of Christ and the power of God, that believer is instantaneously “transplanted” out of Adam and into Christ.  The phrase, “in Christ,” is used one hundred and sixty-five times by the Apostle Paul alone to show the believer’s new position.  From this point on, the believer’s identity and security are established by his position in Christ.  Christ is to the believer what the ark was to Noah, his family, and all the animals in it.  A little fly was as safe in Noah’s ark as a mighty elephant.  The strength of the elephant did not make the elephant safe, nor did the weakness of the fly make it unsafe.  The security of each did not depend in any way on its own strength or weakness — or on the amount of weight each put down on the floor of the ark!  A believer’s security in Christ does not depend in any way on the degrees of his character or conduct, nor on the amount of his faith.  The elephant probably showed rage on occasion because of his confinement, but all the display of temperament or bad character was confined to the inside of the ark.  The fly might have been terribly frightened (especially when the elephant stamped around in his compartment), but his fear could not threaten his security.  It was the ark (a picture of Jesus) which saved both the elephant and the fly, and they were saved by position, not by performance or personal perfection.  

One preacher illustrated this truth in this manner.  “Suppose you had three barrels — a big barrel, a medium-sized barrel and a little barrel.  Take the little barrel, and put it into the medium-sized barrel, then put the medium-sized barrel into the big barrel.  Then in order to get to the little barrel you would have to rip open the big barrel and the medium-sized barrel.  Now, the Holy Spirit is the big barrel in this illustration.  God the Father is the medium-sized barrel, and I am in Christ, the “little barrel” in the illustration.   My life is hid with Christ — in God — and sealed there by the Holy Spirit (see Colossians 3:3 and Ephesians 1:13-14).  Before the Devil could get to me, he would have to break the seal; he would have to overcome the Holy Spirit (!).  Then, he would have to overcome God the Father (!) and Christ the Son (!).  In that case, all of God would have been overcome, and that is the only security any believer has.  So, if Satan can get even one believer out and destroy him, he has equal access to all and equal authority over all.  And Satan would be more powerful than God.  How utterly absurd!

Go back for a moment to Noah and the ark.  There was only one door in that ark.  Everyone inside entered through that one door — and God shut them in (Genesis 7:16)!  If that door was ever opened during the flood for any to leave or be taken out, the water would have come in and drowned them all!  All had exactly the same amount of security.  Once they were inside, if one was lost, they all would have been lost.  But they were all safe until the ark landed on the far side of the flood — and so all those who are in Christ are perfectly safe until they land on the far side of death in Heaven!

Every believer in Christ instantly becomes a member of Christ’s body upon the moment of his faith in Christ.  Can you imagine Jesus dismembering His own body, cutting limbs and members and organs out of it?  There is never such a possibility even remotely suggested in Scripture!  If one born-again person could lose his salvation, and go to Hell, this would mean that a member of Christ’s own body is in Hell!  What a preposterous possibility!  .  

Every believer in Christ instantly becomes a living stone in God’s spiritual house (I Peter 2:4-5 and other passages).  If a Christian could lost his salvation, this would mean that a brick could be removed from God’s house — and the entire structure would collapse like a house of cards.

But the doctrine of the believer’s identification is not complete when we only discuss our position in Christ.  Not only were we entered into Christ when we were saved, but He also entered into us!  Not only are we “in Christ,” but Christ is also “in us.”  And there is no indication of His ever leaving us once He is there.  Every sin on our part is now between us and a glorious, powerful, indwelling Savior.  We may grieve and quench the Holy Spirit, but we cannot grieve Him into absence.  He will take powerful and stern measures on occasion with His children (read Hebrew 12:5-ll), but He will never leave.  Because He is in us, we are Heaven-guaranteed, even though we may experience some severe tests and threats along the way, and even though we may tax His patience and discipline along the way!  We may be sure that He can take care of His family business, even if it means a severe whipping of His children!

On one occasion (Matthew 8:23-26), Jesus and His disciples were in a boat on the Sea of Galilee.  They were “caught” in a furious storm at sea.  They cried out in fright to Jesus, “Master.... we’re going to drown!”  Child of God, don’t tell me you have never felt like that — even with the Son of God on board!  I heard of a ship that was carrying a cargo of yo-yos.  It was caught in a severe storm at sea — and sank forty-six times!  We have all had that feeling.  But then Jesus stood up!  He simply spoke, and “muzzled” that terrible storm.  They were really secure all the time, though they didn’t realize it because of the heavy force of circumstances.  There was no way that boat could have sunk with Jesus in it; it was destined to make it to the other side.  Though severe storms may threaten us and strike us, we are guaranteed (with an eternal warranty!) to get to “the other side” because Jesus is in us.  The great and fathomless doctrine of our identification with Christ makes the doctrine of eternal security a necessity and a reality.   

You see, my dear friend, all of these doctrines are parts of a general scheme, which would come to nothing if a single Christian were permitted to fall out of grace and lose his salvation.  And we have only dealt very briefly with a few of the key doctrines of the great Biblical theme of salvation.  If there is anything that belittles God’s salvation, it is the teaching of probated salvation.  The doctrine of eternal security offers the freedom of security instead of the incredible unsteadiness of insecurity, the Biblical assurance of Heaven instead of the incessant terror of the threat of Hell, the possibility of happy faith instead of the necessity of fear, the reality of a self-forgetting God-centeredness instead of the necessity of self-interest and self-checking, and it actually encourages service for Christ, not sin in the life of a believer. And it is all because of God’s wonderful grace in providing a salvation that is eternally secure.

Frances Ridley Havergal was one of the most notable hymn-writers of all time.  She is perhaps best known for her hymns, “Take My Life and Let It Be,” and “I Gave My Life For Thee.”  On the last day of her long and devoted life, Miss Havergal (who had memorized an incredible amount of Scripture during her life) asked one of her friends to read to her the forty-second chapter of Isaiah.  Verses six, seven and eight contain these words of blessed assurance: “I the Lord have called thee in righteousness, and will hold thine hand, and will keep thee, and give thee for a covenant of the people, for a light of the Gentiles....I am the Lord: that is my name: and my glory will I not give to another, neither my praise to graven images.”  As the friend came to that special sixth verse and the words, “I the Lord have called thee in righteousness, and will hold thine hand, and will keep thee,”  Miss Havergal whispered: “Called, held, kept.  I can go home on that!”  And she did!

“Now unto Him who is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy, To the only wise God our Savior, be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now and forever” (Jude 24, 25).


                                                   AN ADDENDUM

There is a sad and tragic painting that is known among evangelical circles.  On the right side of the painting is a picture of a raging inferno in a deep pit, and masses of human beings are continually going over the precipice above the pit and into the fire.  On the left side are two preachers, down on their knees and facing each other.  Between them, there is a long, thin hair on the ground.  Each of them has an instrument that resembles a surgeon’s scalpel in his hand, and they are bending over that thin hair.  Underneath are the words, “Splitting Hairs While the World Perishes!”

Is that what we do when we present the doctrine of the security of the believer in Christ, a doctrine which creates heated debate and much division in the mainstream of evangelical Christianity?  By no means!  The very nature of the Christian Gospel, the very nature of Christian salvation, the very nature of the Christian life, and the very foundation of Christian service, are absolutely in the balances in this crucial issue.

Let me point out just one reason for the importance of a right settlement of this issue.  Only secure people can or will serve God.  Insecure people must serve, if at all, with one eye on themselves — to help secure their salvation, to “secure their security”!! Thus, their service must be at least partially rendered to themselves, to provide for themselves before God what God has not provided for them in their salvation — the final edge of security, security which is eternal and unqualified.

I came across a lengthy illustration which  reveals both the dilemma of insecurity and the delight of security.  I will quote it in its entirety. 

 “In 1980, just as Peru was struggling to make its way out of twelve years of dictatorship and toward full democracy, an engineering consultant named Hernando de Soto began to study two communities that stood on opposite banks of Lima’s Rimac River.  He was interested in them because they were located quite close together and yet presented marked contrasts.  In the neighborhood called Carrion, the majority of the dwellings were crude huts made of mud bricks, or cardboard and plywood.  Yet the residents were not exactly destitute; de Soto noticed refrigerators and other modern appliances visible through most open doorways and television antennas sprouting from almost all the shacks.  

Across the river, in the sister community of Castilla, attractive three- and four-story homes bordered by tidy gardens and paved sidewalks dominated the scene.  Many of the residents were merchants who lived above thriving businesses — a pharmacy, a grocery, a tire store, a shoe shop.  

De Soto wanted to help rebuild his country and he’d been pondering the big economic questions: Why do some people prosper and others languish?  Why are some nations poor, and others rich?  So he began talking to residents, the police, and government officials.  To his surprise he discovered that both these communities had almost identical beginnings.  They’d been founded at the same time by Indian migrants who’d come from the same area, even the same villages.  In fact, brothers were living across the river from each other.

So how to explain their vast economic differences?  The usual answers wouldn’t do.  Both communities had the same cultural background.  Both had been settled by migrants claiming squatter’s rights over public lands.  If foreign or local exploitation was involved, both seemed equally vulnerable to it.

Finally, de Soto tracked down a retired Housing Ministry official who’d seen the two neighborhoods develop for decades.  He told de Soto about the crucial difference.  The elected leader of the Castilla neighborhood had lobbied and pled with Lima’s politicians for six long years until they granted land titles to the residents.  Once secure from eviction, home owners borrowed, sweated, and saved until they could improve their dwellings.  In ten years their homes had increased in value a phenomenal forty-one times that of untitled houses.

Residents across the river in Carrion remained only squatters on the land.  They could not add and rent rooms or sell property or borrow money to set up businesses.  So, logically enough, they spent their money on appliances and on pickup trucks to move everything if they were evicted.

De Soto realized that, in this case, the difference between poverty and prosperity was simply a matter of owning the ground under your feet.  A dwelling had to belong to you in order for you to work at improving it.”

This economic discovery tells us something about salvation, personal growth, and Christian service.  We need to own the ground under our feet; we have to be able to stake a legitimate claim to our dwelling if we are to improve it.  In other words, if we are to truly grow as Christians and truly and freely serve Christ, we must be secure.  People without a strong sense of identity and security are too vulnerable to grow and to serve.  They are too busy using appliances to prop up the cardboard shack that is their dwelling.  The possibility of eviction always looms over them; they secretly fear their meager hold on their possessions will fail.  You see, if you are a squatter, you have to hold your possessions, but if you are an owner, your title will hold you!
______ ________________________________________________________________________

ARE YOU AWARE THAT YOU HAVE FULL TITLE DEED BY THE GRACE OF GOD TO ALL THE RIGHTS AND POSSESSIONS INCLUDED IN CHRIST’S SALVATION, AND THAT THOSE RIGHTS CANNOT BE LOST — OR ARE YOU ONLY A SQUATTER WHO MAY BE EVICTED AT ANY TIME?

______________________________________________________________________________

One of the most saintly men of Christian history was a Japanese Christian named Toyohiko Kagawa.  When Kagawa was given a New Testament by a missionary, he read it almost non-stop until he finished it.  He went back to the missionary and said, “Was Christ really like that?”  The missionary assured him that He was, and Kagawa fell on his knees before the missionary in tears, saying, “Oh, God, make me like Christ!”  And God did.  He gave up a fortune which was rightfully his by inheritance and moved into the unbelievable poverty of the Shinkawa slums, living among the people at their economic level.  He became diseased and weakened because of this sacrifice.  A part of his suffering was the ailment of blinded eyes.  Late in his life, an American journal sent a reporter to get Kagawa’s story, and it was printed in a lengthy series of published articles.  At the end of the story, the reporter assessed Mr. Kagawa’s Christianity in these words: “It appears to me that Mr. Kagawa has so much security on the inside that he can afford to go without any on the outside.”  When the doctrine of eternal security in Christ is apprehended, appreciated and appropriated, that is the security it brings to the believer.  Mr. Kagawa’s incredible service for others in Christ’s Name was possible only because he knew he had “so much security on the inside” — the inside of salvation, the inside of grace, the inside of himself.  

Having a strong sense of personal identity in Christ and eternal security in His salvation is the spiritual equivalent to possessing a title to our homes.  It is the equivalent to owning an inviolable spiritual fortune.  It is based on perfect security in Christ and the assurance of that security in ourselves.  It’s often the difference between fear and faith, between self-survival and spiritual service.  

Some critics say that the doctrine of the preservation and perseverance of the saints, the eternal security of the believer in Christ, is a “dangerous doctrine.”  They say that it offers a license to sin, that it allows loose-living people to take advantage of the grace of God.  My friend, no doctrine of truth from the Word of God is dangerous!  It is the abuse of any doctrine that is dangerous.  Of course, a self-serving, self-centered person can twist this doctrine, as he can with any doctrine, but this doctrine offers absolutely no license to sin — and it certainly offers no advantage, only condemnation, to such a person.  In fact, the teaching of insecure salvation is an abuse of the doctrines of the grace of God, the power of God, and the glorious salvation of God!  
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