“THE FALL OF MAN”

(Genesis 3:1-24)


Why is the world, as we now know it, a mixture of beauty and brokenness?  Why are human beings, as they now are, a mixture of dignity and degradation?  Why is God, as He is presently disposed toward us as a race, so near and yet so distant, to be passionately loved and yet also to be legitimately feared, merciful and wrathful, loving and judging?  In the third chapter of Genesis we have the Biblical explanation of all of this, with its account of the fall of the human race in Adam from its place of high honor and safety to its present disgrace and insecurity.


The third chapter of Genesis in the Bible gives us the world’s greatest commentary on several key concepts of human experience.  First, it is a great commentary about the existence and character and purpose of Satan, the archenemy of God, man, truth  and holiness.  Then, it is a great commentary on sin, its seduction and its sequel.  Then, Genesis three provides great insight into the Biblical understanding of salvation from sin and its effects.  There is hardly a great doctrine of Christianity that does not have some introduction and some interpretation in Genesis three.  One great commentator called it “the greatest single chapter in the Bible for understanding so many ultimate things.”  In this study, we will focus our attention mainly on the person, purposes and activities of “his infernal majesty, the devil.”  The other themes will trail Satan into our study.  

One of the first rules of warfare is to “know your enemy”.   If we want to dissect Satan’s strategy, the best way to do it is to return to the place where it was first on display.  That place is the Garden of Eden, and the story is best told in Genesis chapter three.  So we will focus our attention today on The Fall of Man as it is documented in that great chapter of the Bible.  

I. The CIRCUMSTANCES of the Fall of Man

First, the third chapter of Genesis reveals the circumstances of the fall of man. 

The first of the circumstances of man’s fall into sin and Satan’s control is the perfect place where that fall occurred.   What an idyllic scene!  The first account of man’s life is a love story, the first romance of the human race.  There is a perfect start of a perfect couple in a perfect environment.  And the scene ends in a tragedy!   The first temptation and sin of man occurred in a perfect paradise.  Those who contend that if man were given the right environment, the right “climate” for living, he would emerge as a paragon of virtue and morality, are wrong.  The first sin occurred in paradise.      

Consider these advantages in the story of the first human beings:  Adam and Eve were physically perfect.  Adam and Eve had full and perfect knowledge of God’s revealed will.  Adam and Eve were perfectly mated.  Adam and Eve dwelt in a perfect paradise with every need satisfied.  In fact, the Garden seems to have been provided to accommodate them.  And yet they tragically fell when opportunity came.  

Think of the personal participants in the story.  Genesis 2:15-17 says that “The LORD God took the man, and put him into the garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it.  And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat:  But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, you shall not eat of it: for in the day that you eat thereof, you shall surely die.”  Then the Biblical text tells us of the formation of Eve (Genesis 2:19-23).  These are the two main human participants in the story of the fall.  Up to a certain entry-point, Adam is not seen in Genesis three (Adam is first referred to in the last part of verse 6).  Genesis 3:1 says, “And he (Satan using the serpent as his agent of communication) said unto the woman, ….”  According to the text, the person  first tempted was Eve.  We will discuss the importance of this fact later in this study.  

As the exchange between Satan and Eve progresses, Eve corrects Satan’s statements twice, but with two features which betray a gradually wavering trust in God.  For example, when Satan said, “Has God said, You shall not eat of every (in effect, any) tree of the garden?” Eve replied, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden,” but she omitted God’s use of the word “every” in his original communication (remember that God gave one exception to that rule, the “tree of the knowledge of good and evil”—Genesis 2:17).  So Eve’s first waver was by means of omission of a significant word from God.  Then, in verse 3, Eve said, “But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God has said, You shall not eat of it, neither shall you touch it, lest ye die.”  Here, Eve further wavers before Satan’s subtle suggestions—twice.  Once, she wavered by addition.  She added a stipulation to the clearly stated requirement of God.  God had said nothing about “touching” the fruit of the tree.  Then, Eve also wavered by alteration of the word of God.  God had said, “In the day you eat thereof, you shall surely die.”  Eve reduced this clear declaration of a certain revealed dire penalty to a mere threat of this penalty.  Do you see, dear friend, that Satan pursues this subtle strategy to this day (more about this later).  He seeks to secure omissions of some of the words of God in our thinking, as well as additions to the words of God based on our own preferred thinking, and finally, complete alterations of the words of God.  In the first temptation of human beings, Eve is the tempted party.

I mention just one feature of Satan’s appeal in the story as we focus momentarily on the other key participant in the temptation of Eve.  Apparently the Original Recorder, the Holy Spirit, intended us to notice and understand this feature.  Though the usual name for God in Genesis two and three is Jehoveh Elohim, or “the LORD God” (used 19 times in these two chapters), Satan does not and apparently cannot use that name.  Instead, Satan merely refers to Him by the second of these two names, Elohim, translated merely by the word “God”.  This is urgently important in understanding Satan and the nature of his temptation.  In verse three, Eve echoes Satan, showing growing agreement of thought and direction with him, and calls God merely by the name “Elohim”.  Elohim is the Hebrew name for God as mighty, powerful, all-controlling, all-creating, but apparently distant.  The name “Jehovah” is the name for God as the loving and gracious covenant Partner of His people.  Satan could not make this concession; it would have been too great a reminder to Eve of God’s real purposes.  When Eve conceded to Satan’s words by using only the name “Elohim” to refer to God, she further crumbled before his sly schemes.  The serpent subtly crossed her path—and left the serpent’s slime in his trail—and Eve slipped on it, right into Satan’s trap.   The second personal participant in this story of man’s fall is Satan himself.  We will discuss Adam only after he appears in the story (at verse 6).

The third circumstance of the fall I would mention is the plain prohibition declared by God as He stated His “rules for the Garden.”  In Genesis 2:16-17, God said, “Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat:  But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, you shall not eat of it: for in the day that you eat thereof, you shall surely die.”  Note that God began with a generous permission, and only followed that gracious statement with the single prohibition.  He set them wonderfully free to enjoy the garden, with only one tiny test to secure the moral bounds of their relationship with Him.  Someone sadly said, “With every delight in the garden as their permitted privilege, they lost it all by choosing one bite of the forbidden fruit!”  

Note also that the construction of Eve (Genesis 2:18-23) came after God gave this prohibition to Adam.  Adam is the assigned representative of the human race, the responsible man, and the one in whom the race stands or falls (on the basis of a simple and seemingly easy test), so God expresses the allowance and the prohibition to Adam only.  

The final circumstance of the fall that I would mention at this point is the possible purpose in God’s sovereignty and permission regarding the fall of man into sin.  Why did God cause this situation, and thus allow man’s fall?  “God tempts not any man, nor can He Himself be tempted by evil” (see James 1:13).   Let me say it again lest you don’t see it:  God is not the author of sin.  Satan, Adam and Eve are each created beings, made by God Himself, but they were not created as sinful or evil beings.  By what allowance, then, and for what purpose did God allow the Garden of Eden episode?

God orchestrated the test of Eve and then Adam in the Garden of Eden to test man’s respect for God’s right to be God.  I’m sure that some readers of this study have deliberately and determinedly and intentionally looked for loopholes at every line of the study.  Dear friend, does not your innate, self-favoring, sinful bias prove the point:  you simply do not want to concede to God the right to be God.  Though He does not wait on your vote to be Himself or exercise His sovereign rights over the universe, indeed, over you, you still vainly hold out for your usurpation of His position.  You still want to “be as God” (Genesis 3:5) without God.  Of course, you don’t see this as High Treason committed flagrantly and rebelliously against the throne of the universe—but God does!  

The basic test of Eden was a test of wills.  Whose will is to be ascendant, dominant and determinant?  This is the acid test, this is the “litmus” test, of all of moral life, and this is the final indicator of man’s alignment in life.  If Adam had passed this test (more about this later, also), he would have passed “from glory to glory” in the everlasting life of relationship with God.  But, alas….   Again, a word to the skeptic: if you do not admit such truths, how solid, how satisfying, how reasonable, how substantial, is your explanation of the disastrous (!!!) history of man?  If you retain your skepticism against all apparent reality, I would suggest that you read (or re-read) both the story, Lord of the Flies, and the philosophical history of the author, William Golding.   What an education in the inevitable facing of the objective moral realities that prevail in the world in which we live!  And this is only to mention one of many such excursions into reality and revelations of that reality in the realm of world literature.  

You see, dear friend, man was not created righteous, but merely innocent.  Innocence, though wonderful, is basically negative (marked by the absence of many, many things, including the grandeur of tested and proven morality), while true righteousness (a massive, massive word in the Bible, and first used to define and describe God) is always positive (fully tested, fully proven, and finally, fully perfect).  So, though Adam and Eve were in paradise, it was necessary that they be placed on probation there. 

These, then, are some of the circumstances of the fall of the human race into sin.  Now, we will progress further.

II. The COMPONENTS of the Fall of Man

Now, we will examine more of the components of the fall of man into sin as they are presented in Genesis three.  

The first component I would mention here is the tempter, the one who induced man to sin. Look at these verses which “unwrap” Satan for our examination of his character and conduct.  I have italicized many expressions in these verses for special emphasis. Revelation 12:9 echoes the Genesis three story with these words:  “And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, who deceives the whole world, and his angels were cast out with him.”  What a condensed package of truth about Satan!  In John 8:44, Jesus, referring to our Genesis three story, said to the Pharisees (the most moral and religious people of His day), “You are of your father the devil, and the lusts (drives, works) of your father you will do.  He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him.  When he speaks a lie, he speaks of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it.”  II Corinthians 4:3-4 says, “If our Gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are lost, in whom the god of this world has blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious Gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them.”   In I Peter 5:8-9, Scripture counsels us to “be serious, be watchful, for your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, goes about, seeking whom he may devour.”   II Corinthians 11:3 says, “I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtlety, so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.”   In I Timothy 2:13-14, Paul wrote to his disciple Timothy, “And Adam was not deceived, but the woman was deceived.”  II Corinthians 11:14 says, “Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light.”  II Corinthians 2:11 says, “Lest Satan should get an advantage of us; for we are not ignorant of his devices.”  Incidentally, the word “devices” here suggests mental processes, perceptions and purposes.  Then in Ephesians 6:11, Paul wrote, “Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.”  Here, the word “wiles” means “schemes” or “tricks”.  In this verse and the next (verse 12), the word “against” is used six times, emphasizing the very real conflict between good and evil, between Satan and God (with man as the main battlefield).  God and Satan are irreconcilably opposed to each other, and God will not lose this battle.  These verses “undress” and “expose” Satan, and let us see to his very heart.  

Let me note the fact that Satan is not mentioned in the first two chapters of the Bible.  In the first verse of the third chapter from the beginning, he is introduced as “the serpent” (Genesis 3:1).  Then he is not mentioned in the last two chapters of the Bible.  In the third from the last chapter in the Bible, he is mentioned for the final time, as “that old serpent the devil” (Revelation 20:2).  This silence regarding Satan is crucial, but the evidence of his person, his work, and his effects may be clearly seen on almost every page between the two chapters at the beginning and the two chapters at the end  which are marked by his absence.  

Let me also note that Satan speaks a grand total of only three times in the Bible, and in each case, the text of the report could occupy the lifetime study of a diligent student.  His speech is recorded  in Genesis chapter three, in Job chapters one and two, and in Matthew chapter four (and the other accounts of the Temptation of Jesus in the Gospels).  There is an almost ascending revelation in these three occurrences of Satan’s speech.  In Genesis three, Satan slanders God to man.  In Job, Satan slanders man to God.  And in the Gospel accounts of the Temptation of Jesus, at God’s initiative, Satan is brought face to face with the God-Man, Jesus.  We must realize this rule:  Satan tempts man to bring him to destruction; God tests man to produce and reveal holiness of character.   Here, then, is a quick look at the tempter in the temptation account.

Now, I will quickly mention the tool of the tempter, the serpent.  Verse one says, “Now the serpent was more subtle than any beast of the field which the Lord God had made.”   The word “subtle” means “crafty.”  Please note that the serpent was not lowly and loathsome when Satan used it as his agent to tempt Eve.  The serpent was not then as most of us think of it now.  The present snake reveals the marks of the curse of God after Adam and Eve sinned (read Genesis 3:14 carefully, where God confronted the serpent and cursed it).  That cursed character of the serpent is a caricature of the original, just as the present perverted nature of man is a terribly distorted caricature of his original nature.  Satan would never employ as his tool on a mission of appeal a creature that was ugly and forbidding.  No, the serpent was quite apparently a splendid, beautiful, attractive, disarming creature.  Indeed, it probably was an upright creature at this time, as suggested by the nature of the curse God pronounced upon it—“upon your belly you shall go.”  

 Remember that Satan’s original name was “Lucifer,” which means “light-bearer,” or the “bright and shining one.”  We are told that he was originally full of wisdom and perfect in beauty, and that he was apparently great in authority and position at the beginning (see Ezekiel 28:12-17).  Here, Satan, the fallen angel, seeks to reassume his original attractiveness in order to be very appealing to Eve.   In doing so, he adopted a splendid and subtle creature as his agent.  The serpent became the tool of the tempter.

At this point, I will address the temptation itself.  Look at the mechanics of Satan’s timely approach.  First, Satan began with the woman, the weaker vessel (see I Peter 3:7).  Second, Satan approached Eve when she was alone, without Adam’s support.  Only later is Adam addressed as present.  Third, Satan approached Eve when she was in full sight of the tree. “When she saw the tree…” Fourth, Satan was careful to not appear in a form that would terrorize or traumatize her or arouse her suspicion.  Instead, as mentioned, he chose as his instrument an extremely attractive animal.  Fifth, Satan advanced by degrees, to obtain a footing in her heart.  An old Arab proverb says, “If the camel ever gets his nose in the tent, the entire camel will soon be inside.”    Sixth, Satan did not shock Eve by suggesting some blatant blasphemy of God, only the harmless, pleasant gratification of natural desire—but out of the will of God.  Furthermore, he used only obscure and ambiguous language.  What he said meant one thing to him, but quite a different, more appealing, thing to Eve.  And finally, Satan gave no impression of being the fixed enemy of God.  True, his references to God were derogatory, but only subtly, not blatantly.  In fact, he pretended to be seeking her good.  So the word “subtle” or “crafty” assumes full meaning here.  

Now, think of the tricky appeal  Satan made.   First, he insinuated a subtle doubt into Eve’s mind.  “He said unto the woman, ‘Yea, has God said, You shall not eat of every tree of the garden?”  “Surely, now,” said Satan, “God would not be such a tyrant as to take away your pleasures.  How loving could any God be who would make such a prohibition as that?”  Thus, he subtly discounted the goodness of God.  Doesn’t seem like much of a step, does it?  Ah, but it is the beginning of doubt for Eve, and it creates momentum in the direction of unbelief.

The second facet of his appeal was to insert a significant distortion into her mind.  “Has God said, “….You shall not eat of every tree of the garden?”  Actually, God had said nothing of the sort, but Satan slyly magnified and enlarged God’s restrictions.  He minimized God’s permission (“of every tree of the garden you may freely eat”) and magnified God’s prohibition, making it look far worse by declaring that God had made all the trees of the garden off limits to the human pair.  Remember that Jesus was referring to this account when he said of Satan, “He is a liar,” and labeled him “the father of lies” (John 8:44).  

Third, Satan injected a straightforward denial into Eve’s thinking.  Genesis 3:4 says,  “The serpent said unto the woman, ‘You shall not surely die.’”   As it turned out, this seemed at worst to be a half-truth, for they did not die physically for a long time.  But they did die!  They died in trespasses and sins.  They died spiritually.  They died in relationship to God.  Though their bodies remained alive (and possibly healthy)  and their  souls  remained alive (and possibly happy), they died instantly and perfectly in their spirits (the instrument of relationship with God in a man).  The Holy Spirit of God evacuated the human spirit of man, and his spirit became an instant death chamber.  But Satan boldly denied the word of God, saying, “You shall not surely die.”  Is he not doing this around the clock every day somewhere on planet earth, convincing men that they need not fear at all the deadly consequences of sin?  “After all, there is no hell.  If there is a God and there is a hell, He is too good to permit anyone to go there.”  The main issue of human existence, the crucial issue of sin, is thus resolved by an easy-going glibness that removes moral judgment from God’s universe.  “Be not deceived; God is not mocked.  For whatever a man sows, that shall he also reap” (Galatians 6:7).  Since I have probably raised the hackles of the cynic by mentioning the taboo word, “hell”, let me state the rationale of Scripture concerning the place.  The great crime of humanity is that we choose to live without reference to our Maker.  The punishment is that God grants us what we wish.  Hell is the greatest compliment God ever paid to man’s very serious free will.   

The final movement of Satan’s appeal to Eve was to impose a strong deceit into the entire episode.  Satan said, Ye shall not surely die: For God knows that in the day you eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and you shall be as God, knowing good and evil.”  Satan, the father of lies, professes to know the mind of the God of truth, and presumes to speak for Him!  He made two promises: (1) “Your eyes shall be opened” and you shall “know good from evil” (verse 5).  And indeed, both promises were fulfilled, though not as they thought.  Satan’s first promise was fulfilled, for verse seven says, “And the eyes of them both were opened. . . .knowing good and evil,” but not as they thought.    (2)  “You shall be like God,” said Satan, using the word he and Eve shared in labeling God (the word “Elohim,” the Creator God, but not coupled with Jehoveh, the Covenant God of His people).  This is the ultimate Adamic fallacy, the ultimate deceit, the ultimate blasphemy, that man by himself can achieve God-likeness.  But note that it certainly appeared that man had achieved that goal.  Verse 22 says, “And the LORD God said, ‘Behold, the man has become as one of us, to know good and evil.”  Before we examine the meaning of God’s words here, let us see that, as in Genesis 1:26 when the Trinity jointly planned the creation of man, here again the Members of the Trinity hold intimate council to determine the expulsion of Adam and Eve from the Garden (note the word “us” here).  

What do God’s statements mean?  Satan’s promises were fulfilled, as he planned, only with modifications.  “Your eyes shall be opened, to know good from evil.”  “To know good from evil.”  Note the enticing thought that the fruit of the tree in the center of the Garden of Eden was Knowledge.  To Eve, the temptation did not come from the fruit, but from the prospect of a larger life.  So Satan tempted Eve to rise to a higher life (“you shall be like God”) and to expand into a larger life—not to fall to a lower, more restricted life.  His offer was for her to rise upward, not fall downward! Bible commentator Henry Morris wrote, “Man had once known only the goodness of God; but now he had come to know experimentally the evil inherent in rejecting God’s Word, as well as the necessary spiritual and physical suffering resulting from such action, so that he did, indeed,  ‘know good and evil.’”  They knew good, but without the power to do it, and they knew evil, but without the power to shun it. So, whether they knew it or not, they could never again in their fallen state  fully love good and shun evil.  They were morally crippled and could not overcome that infirmity.  

 So they became “like God”—but certainly not as they anticipated.  Verse 22 continues, “And the LORD God said, Behold, the man is become as one of us, to know good and evil: and now, lest he put forth his hand, and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live forever….”  Though “Godness” was promised by Satan, the product was only a pitiful caricature of what Adam and Eve had anticipated.  They now could develop a “sophisticated knowledge” which is independent of God, a knowledge that would become brilliance but without corresponding wisdom. In the contemporary western culture of today, the “civilized” descendants of Adam and Eve are everywhere evident; one has only to compare the “advances” of our culture with that of the “brilliant” Germans in a highly educated and advanced culture—who succumbed to Adolph Hitler!  Biblically, this knowledge of good and evil becomes the “wisdom that is from beneath” pitted against God’s knowledge, the “wisdom that is from above” (to pursue this theme further, read James 3:15-17 and I Corinthians 1:18-31).  

You see, God knows the full range of sin’s consequences better than any sinner does (sin both binds the person in selfishness and blinds him to reality, God’s “true Truth”—always) , and if He did not practice prevenient grace toward sinners, a grace that prevents the worst penalties of sin immediately occurring, who could be saved?  “So he (the LORD God) drove out the man; and He placed at the east of the garden of Eden, Cherubims, and a flaming sword which turned every way, to keep (guard) the way of the tree of life” (verse 24).  Henry Morris again wrote, “It would have been calamitous had they continued in a perfect environment as sinful people, especially eating the fruit of the tree of life and living on indefinitely in such a condition.”  So, in order to prevent man from living forever in increasing sin and its attending penalty (which will occur in Hell—man will live in “the Eternal Now”  in increasing sin and its attending penalty), God precluded their contact with the tree of life.  So His “punitive” action in dismissing them from the Garden was first of all an act of remarkable mercy.  Mercy means that the sinner does not get what he deserves—and this was certainly true after the sin of Adam and Eve.   

Now, we will look at the transgression itself.  One sin led to the expulsion of Adam and Eve from paradise; how can you, with your many, many sins hope to get into God’s Paradise—unless you hasten to appropriate His provision for salvation?  What was the nature of Adam’s one deadly sin?  God simplified the test:  to eat of the forbidden fruit, or not to eat of it.  That was the issue.  But what was the real transgression?  What was the meaning of the act of eating the prohibited fruit?  It meant an instantaneous shift of the center of gravity within Adam.  In that instant, he moved from Theonomy (the rule of God as the inward law of his life) to Autonomy (the establishment of self-law as the ruling principle of his life).  This arrogance, this pride, this self-curl, is the nature and essence of all sin.   Sin, you see, is the set (fixation, focus) on self that was the immediate and ensuing result of their act of disobedience.  “Every man has turned to his own way,” the Bible says (Isaiah 53:6).  Sin is the determination that I will live by my own preferred rules.  It is the decision to make my will central and God’s will peripheral (if I even allow His will to occupy a place in my thoughts at all).  So a life in sin is not necessarily a scandalous life; it might be a very respected, humanly useful and humanly admired life.  But if it is God-less it is profoundly sinful.  Sin is a flight from, a rebellion against, and an antipathy to God, where self is central and supreme.  Sin is not simply a broken code but a broken relationship; not only a relationship lost but a relationship renounced.  

So, in the tense exchange between Satan and Eve, with Adam brought into the act by Eve’s offer of the forbidden fruit to him, a pattern was followed.  The guilty pair moved from Theocentrism (being God-centered) to eccentrism (being off-centered) to autocentrism (being self-centered).  Adam and Eve took the bait to become their own gods, thus displacing God with puny, pusillanimous, pygmy, but pitifully proud, SELF.  Putting himself in a position of moral defiance toward his Creator, man plunged himself into a life of tension and absolute moral uncertainty (unless God intervenes), unable to control himself or his world.  Self-consciousness tragically replaced God-consciousness.  One of the immediate consequences of the fall was that Adam and Eve began to evade responsibility for their own misdeeds (see Genesis 3:11-13); man’s endless blame-game began in Eden.    

Sin began in Eve’s agreement with Satan.  Adam and Eve sinned when they listened to and obeyed the voice of Satan.  Salvation, on the other hand, begins in man’s agreement with God.  A sinner is saved when he listens to and obeys the voice of God.  But this is only possible when a sinful human being is miraculously brought into agreement with God.  Romans 10:9 says, “If you shall confess (Greek, homologeses, to “say the same thing; agree with”) with your mouth that Jesus is Lord, and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you shall be saved.”  Read that sentence several times and with great care before proceeding on in this study.  Salvation is yours when you are brought by the Holy Spirit  into full agreement with God about Jesus and His saving work for you.  Dear Christian, if you know anything about the deep-seated depravity of your own heart, then you know that a full-scale miracle was necessary for you to be saved!  Indeed, the terms used for your salvation in the Bible—a re-creation, a birth, a resurrection—reveal the full nature of this full miracle.  

Before we proceed to the next major point, let me construct a supposition.  Suppose Adam had resisted the temptation that came to him through Eve’s offer of the forbidden fruit which she had just eaten.  What would have happened?  I think we can safely and fairly draw this conclusion:  Eve would have been lost, but the human race would not have been lost.  As sentimental as we may naturally be about our first parents, hoping that they were truly saved (and there is divided opinion at this point), God could have made another woman (or another man, had the person in question been Adam).  But the race did not stand in EVE; it stood in ADAM. The full tragedy of the Garden of Eden followed the sin of Adam, not the sin of Eve, because Adam was the assigned representative of the human race.   Romans 5:12 says, “As by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin, so death passed upon all men, for all sinned.”  If Adam had resisted the temptation to sin, man would have gone on in righteousness, not merely in innocence, and would have forever enjoyed an ascending romance (“from glory to glory”) with the Infinite God of Glory.

III. The CURE for the Fall of Man

We will conclude our study of Genesis three by looking for the cure for the fall of man as that cure is seen in this chapter.  Before God dealt with Adam and Eve in judgment, He first made a promise of mercy and then enacted a clear picture of His coming redemption.

First, His cure for man’s fall was clearly stated in the first Gospel prophecy.  The moment of man’s transgression was barely past when God spoke in mercy.  His statement was decisively and powerfully addressed to Satan, but Adam and Eve eaves-dropped on His words to Satan.  God’s astounding declaration  presented in a nutshell the entire Divine plan of human redemption.  Amazingly, it was given at the very dawn of human history, shortly after man had sinned.  In Genesis  3:15, God said to Satan, “And I will put enmity between  you and the woman, and between your seed and her seed; it shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.”  This prophecy has been called the “Protevangelium”, or “the first Gospel.”  Another called it “the Gospel in embryo.”  The statement is even more replete than it appears in a first reading.  At least six participants in the coming drama of redemption are identified in the verse; remaining within my purpose in this study, I want to mention only three of them: Satan, the woman (Eve), with a slight suggestion of another woman, the mother of the single Seed to come (Mary, the mother of Jesus),  and the woman’s single seed-to-come  (Christ Himself).   

 These specific realities command our attention in this incredible verse:  a spiritual conflict is initiated here (“I, God, will put hostility between you and the woman, and between your seed and her seed”); two specific combatants are identified here (“he,” referring to the coming champion, and “you,” referring to Satan); a special champion  is introduced here (“her seed”, gender-identified as “he”); a singular contest is indicated here (“He will bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel”); and a significant conquest is implied here (“He will crush your head”).  Note the masculine pronoun in the last sentence, and notice the full and final coming victory of “the Seed of the woman” (the virgin-born Savior, Jesus Christ) over Satan.  

Again we can see a succession of extremely strange things either implied or stated in this verse:  a strange birth (a coming single Seed will appear in history, miraculously born as “the seed of the woman”), a strange Baby (the “Seed” which came through that birth) a strange battle (“…enmity between…), two strange bruisings (“He shall bruise your head, you shall bruise his heel”; crucifixion is the only means of capital punishment ever known to man in which the victim’s heel is ALWAYS bruised!!! ), and a strange blessing (eternal salvation for sinners emerges in time and history from this “succession of extremely strange things!”). 

These Gospel realities may be detected in this one verse:  (1) We find here God’s initiation of the conviction in the hearts of sinners that leads to their salvation.  God said, “I will put enmity (hostility) ….”  Blaise Pascal, the brilliant French mathematician, scientist, philosopher and theologian, rightly said, “The most cruel war which God can make with men in this life is to leave them without that war which He came to bring.”  If God does not initiate this hostility by prevenient grace into sinners’ hearts, not one sinner would ever be saved.   (2) We see here both the first and second comings of Christ.  In His first coming, His heel was bruised (He suffered a serious blow in His Death on the Cross, but the wound was not irreversible; He arose from the dead). This is history.  In His second coming, He will finally and forever crush the serpent’s (Satan’s) head. A crushed head is an irreversible, fatal wound! This is yet unfulfilled prophecy, though the “death-blow” was administered by Christ to Satan on the Cross.  (3) We see also the virgin birth of Christ.  Note the peculiar expression “the seed of the woman,” referring to an individual, a coming male (“he”) champion.  Everyone knows that the human race is propagated through the seed of the man, never through the seed of a woman.  The latter expression invents an idea totally unknown except in one Person, the virgin-born Savior, Jesus Christ.  No other person in human history was ever born merely of a virgin woman without the biological, sexual agency of a man.  (4) We also see the atoning Death of Christ on the Cross.  Again, this is the meaning of the bruising of His heel in this verse.  (5) We can note the resurrection of Christ in this verse.  His heel is bruised (His Death), but He later finally and fully crushes the serpent’s head (presupposing His resurrection after He died).   (6) The declaration of Satan’s defeat and doom—“He (Christ) will crush your (Satan’s) head.”  The crushing of the head refers to a fatal, irreversible wound.  (7) The necessity of regeneration to be saved.  Man is born as “the seed of the serpent” in his first birth into the fallen human family (see Psalm 51:5 & John 8:44), but at his regeneration, or second birth (a birth as real, as radical, as revolutionary as his first birth, a birth in which a previously non-existent person comes into being), he is “born again,” or “born from above” and by means of this new birth he is instantly and permanently placed in God’s Forever Family.  (8) Salvation by a God-sent Champion who saves by substituting Himself in the place of sinners and paying for them the sin-debt that they could not pay.   He was “bruised for our iniquities” (Isaiah 53:4).   All of this in a single verse, and that verse contains God’s first response to man’s fall! 

Finally, God’s cure for man’s fall may be clearly seen in a Gospel picture.  Genesis 3:6 says, “Eve took of the fruit and ate, and gave also unto her husband with her, and he ate, also.  And the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together, and made  themselves aprons.”  Later, the text says, “Unto Adam also and to his wife did the LORD God make coats of skins, and clothed them” (verse 21).  This account is a classic Old Testament “type” (the Greek word used in the New Testament is tupos, which means an “exact impress,” or a “pattern”) of a New Testament reality.  Here, in a simple and strange picture, we find the entire plan of human redemption in miniature.   We will briefly explore the dimensions of the type.

A. The man-made attempt at concealment

When Adam and Eve experienced the distress of guilt, they instinctively sought covering.  Though naked before, they knew no shame or guilt.  But since their fall, they were driven to hide themselves and their nakedness.  First, they attempted to cover their new-felt guilt and shame by sewing fig leaves together to make aprons (verse 6).  One commentator says that their attempt to cover themselves was only “the external reflex of the internal nakedness of the sin-burdened mind before God.”  Then, “Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden” (verse 8).   But they found that the fig-leaves and the trees were too slight a covering for so deep a shame.

Pastor Ray Pritchard pictured the sinner’s handicap in these graphic words:  “Imagine taking your best dress or your best suit and dragging it through the mud.  Then you put it on the floor where people can walk on it.  Then you use it to mop up your dog’s vomit.  Then you put on the suit and drive to the most expensive restaurant in your town.  With such sights and smells on your person, what will they say when you come to the door?  You will immediately be turned away.  ‘But I have a reservation,’ you cry out.  It matters not.  You are not dressed appropriately to enter this exclusive restaurant.  ‘Get out,’ the doorman says, ‘or I’ll call the police.’  How do you think God feels when you stand before him dressed in the dirty rags of your own ‘good’ deeds?  What looks good to you is worse than a vomit-streaked garment in His pure eyes.”  In fact, dear friend, your “good deeds” may be regarded as “good” by many, many people on this renegade outpost called Earth, but they are non-negotiable as currency for entrance into the King’s Realm. 

Author Roger Carswell added this perceptive insight to the account:  “Just as the cloak of Christ was gambled for at the cross, and then presumably worn by somebody to whom it did not belong, so too, a falsely-assumed righteousness (or even the name of Christ) has often been taken by those who have no true righteousness such as God requires, or they falsely profess His righteousness though they are strangers to it in relationship and experience.  The way they ‘wear’ it only abuses it.  If, going directly against your instructions, I murdered in your name, are you to blame?  Surely not!  A Christian will feel deeply that all men, being sinners, need to come to Christ in repentance and faith, but he is not going to fight someone who doesn’t!  Rather he will want to love that person all the more.” 

Following the same illustrative theme, evangelist Gordon Bayless wrote, “We do not know the name of the Roman soldier who won the robe of Christ at the cross, but we do know this:  if he had known what you and I know today, he might have asked Christ and the Savior would have given him the robe of His own righteousness to wear all the way home to Heaven.  The entire earthly wardrobe of Christ was never worth more than a few of our American dollars—robes that would turn to dust in a few years.  Today, men gamble in the presence of Jesus for things that have no more value than the clothing Jesus wore on the day before His crucifixion.  ‘If you knew the gift of God, and Who it is Who says to you, Here is My Righteousness, take it be faith, free of charge, and My Father will accept you as if you were Me, you would ask for it and receive it in an instant!’”       

In a sermon on the New Testament doctrine of justification, Charles Spurgeon said, “The covering for man’s sin cannot be of man’s doing.  Man is like a silkworm.  He is a spinner and weaver by night, operating in the dimness of a world darkened by sin.  A robe of righteousness is wrought out for him, but he will not have it.  He will spin for himself, and like the silkworm, he spins and spins, and he only spins himself a shroud.  All the righteousness a sinner can make will only be a shroud in which to wrap up his soul, his destroyed soul, for God will cast away that man who refuses His provision and relies upon his own works.”  

B. The Divinely-provided covering

Genesis 3:21 says, “Unto Adam also and to his wife did the LORD God make coats of skins, and clothed them.”  Don’t hurry past this statement in the text of this crucial chapter; it contains a remarkable picture of a sinner’s hope of Heaven.  Adam and Eve had instinctively tried to cover their own shame and guilt by instinctively sewing fig leaves together (verse 7) to cover their nakedness.  But the covering they provided, though an acknowledgment of real need, was not adequate for so great a need as the guilt caused by human sin.  God disregarded their attempt as completely inadequate, but without accusation or charge, He made His own provision of a covering that was sufficient.  What was the difference between “fig leaves” and the “coats of skins?”  Why were the fig leaves fruitless and the skins-for-sins adequate?  What a strange puzzle!  

Isaiah 64:6 records this shattering truth:  “We are all as an unclean thing, and all  our righteousnesses (note the plural form of the word ‘righteousness,’, speaking of the total of the very best any human being can offer) are as filthy rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away.”   God’s perfect righteousness and man’s perverted “righteousness” are two utterly different kinds of righteousness.  We tend to think of God’s righteousness as merely better or purer than ours, and that intent and effort may improve ours to match His.  Let me say firmly that this is by no means the case!  The righteousness of God and the supposed “righteousness” of man are totally different in kind, not merely in degree.  Human righteousness is not just a lesser form of Divine righteousness, inferior but adjustable to meet God’s standard.  No, no, no!  No righteousness of man that is independent of God’s grace and God’s salvation will ever gain acceptance in Heaven.  

It is a standing procedure with Heaven’s God to reject any attempt by sinful human beings to make themselves presentable or acceptable to Him, because “God is of purer eyes than to behold iniquity” (Habukkuk 1:13).  However, this Divine determination is overmatched by God’s own willingness to provide for sinners by His own free grace the only means of acceptance with Himself which He can honor. God demands perfect righteousness for admission to His Presence, but man does not have in himself such righteousness.  Therefore, God graciously  supplies to man what He demands of him.  Here are the dimensions of His provision as pictured in Genesis 3:21.  

First, the LORD God did it; He provided the sufficient covering for the flagrant transgressions of Adam and Eve.

           Second, Death was necessary to supply the means of covering.  An innocent animal had to die and be skinned.  How did the animal die?  Not naturally, but violently, by blood-letting, apparently as a God-ordained sacrifice (see Hebrews 4:1-7).  The animal did not die to provide food for sustenance, but to picture the provision of forgiveness for sinners.  As far as we know, this was the first time a living creature died by shedding of blood.  Hebrews 9:22 specifies the Divine rule:  “Without the shedding of blood, there is no remission of sin.”  Let the protestors clamor all they wish about “bloody religion”, or “slaughterhouse theology”, the wages of sin have not been reduced.  Sin still causes death in its varying forms.  The payment for sin must be of the exact kind and degree as the penalty for sin.  

Third, there is in this picture a double type (a two-fold picture) of God’s salvation.  As a precautionary measure, let me repeat that this is a picture of a full New Testament reality.   First, blood was shed to atone for sin.  Second, a sufficient covering was “made” for Adam and Eve and placed on them by God Himself.  Note again that every part of the necessary requirement was provided by God alone.  This is the sinner’s hope of Heaven.  This is my only—but fully sufficient—hope of Heaven.  Blood was shed as atonement for my sins, to save me from Hell, and a total covering of  Perfect Righteousness, that of Jesus Christ, was provided to qualify me for Heaven.  I can shout with Isaiah, “I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my soul shall be joyful in my God; for He has clothed  me with the garments of salvation, He has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with ornaments, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels” (Isaiah 61:10).  As a person remaining temporarily in a condition of sinfulness, I am at one and the same time a perfectly-covered sinner and one of God’s saints, the best-dressed folks in the universe!
This is the very heart of the Gospel of Christ.  If you are one of those stubborn sinners who remains in your own “rags of (self-) righteousness”, let me urge you to abandon hope in yourself.  Such hope is vain, futile and fruitless, anyway.  Then, in total self-distrust, cast yourself into the nail-pierced Hands of Christ, receive Him, the covering for your sins He has provided by His atoning Death on the Cross, and let Him clothe you in the “fine linen, clean and white” (Revelation 19:8) of His Righteousness.  Then, you can enter Heaven without the disqualification of your sins, and with a qualification for Heaven that is equal to that of Christ Himself.  Thus, you will be as acceptable in Heaven as if you were Christ!   

   “Because the sinless Savior died, My sinful soul is counted free;

     And God the Just is satisfied, To look on Him, and pardon Me!”

Anyone who has not read Mark Twain’s The Prince and the Pauper should make haste to correct the omission.  I found the facetious and connived work to be considerably more than a very entertaining attempt by the famed American author to do some cross-cultural fantasy writing.  Because of my happy Gospel bias, I found the little book to be an education in several Gospel realities, though I am certain this was not in the author’s mind as he wrote.  In summary, Tom Canty, a London pauper, through a similarity of appearance and a resulting mistake of identity, was received and royally treated at the Palace as if he were Edward, Prince of Wales, just as the believer in Christ, though a moral and spiritual pauper, is received in Heaven and royally treated as if he were Jesus, the Royal Crown Prince of the Realm!  Just as Tom was “magnificently habited” in “purple cloth” and “white satin” for the reception, the believer in Jesus Christ is covered with the blood of Christ and His Perfect Righteousness.  Mark Twain exclaimed on the page, “O Tom Canty, born in a hovel, bred in the gutters of London, familiar with rags and dirt and misery, what a spectacle is this!”  This is an illustration of our Genesis type, a type of the justification and royal reception by God in the Courts of Heaven of believers in Christ.  

In Jesus’ most famous story, the same truth is presented in parable form.  When the prodigal son returned home with the sins and stains of the far country evident upon his person, his loving, gracious father put the “best robe” in the household on him and covered over all the signs of his wandering.  So does God graciously provide the covering of the Perfect Righteousness of Christ, as a robe woven on the looms of Heaven, to cover all of our sins.  When David gratuitously placed crippled, cowardly, confused Mephibosheth at his own table in the King’s palace, with his crippled legs out of sight under the bright while linen tablecloth, the derelict son of Saul was as accepted as if he were the King’s only son!  So does God graciously treat sinners when they come in the Name of His Only Son.   Earlier in the life of David, he and Jonathan, as part of a covenant shared between them, exchanged apparel with one another. Even so, Jesus has “changed clothes” with us, taking the filthy rags of our sins and giving us instead the perfect robe of His pure righteousness.  We are “accepted in the Beloved” (Ephesians 1:6)!  This is the God’s Full, Final, Free Cure for the Fall of Man.  As one old country preacher exclaimed, “Sinner, don’t miss it if you can!”  

AN ADDENDUM OF RELATED TRUTHS ON THE FALL OF MAN

“Wars may be fought on battlefields, but they are usually won or lost in the general’s tent before the army goes to the battlefront.”  One of the first rules of warfare is, “Know your enemy.”  A wise General who knows he will soon lead his army into battle will study everything he can about the strategy and warfare tactics of the enemy.  If we were a battalion of soldiers who were going into battle tomorrow, we would want to be involved in intense preparation today.  Our commander would gather us together and tell us everything he knows about the enemy.  He would brief us on his strategy.  He would tell us how the enemy would attack and from which direction he would likely come.  He would tell us what type of weapons the enemy would employ.  And he would present a battle plan for defeating our foe.  Strange, isn’t it, when the church is engaged in a war how few leaders ever mention the enemy to the troops, much less instruct them about the battle.  Is it any wonder so many Christians are defeated?  It is hard to win a war if we do not know where or how or against whom it is being fought.

Just yesterday, an “email friend” sent me a story which I wish to adapt as an illustration of Satan’s temptation-procedure.  “A foreign exchange student was in a Chemistry class in a large college.  In a private moment, the student asked the professor this strange question:  ‘Do you know how to catch wild pigs?’  Thinking it was a joke, the professor asked for the punch line.  ‘This is not a joke,’ the young student answered, and proceeded to explain the procedure he knew for catching wild pigs.  ‘You catch wild pigs by finding a suitable place in the woods and putting corn on the ground.  The pigs find it and begin to come every day to eat the free corn.  When they are used to coming every day, you put a fence down one side of the place where they are used to coming.  When they get used to the fence, they begin to eat the corn again and you put up another side of the fence.  They get used to that and start to eat again.  You continue until you have all four sides of the fence up with a gate in the last side.  The pigs that are used to the free corn start to come through the gate to eat, and then you slam the gate on them and catch the whole herd.  Suddenly the wild pigs have lost their freedom.  They run around inside the fence, but they are caught.  Soon they go back to eating the free corn.  They are so used to it that they have forgotten how to forage in the woods for themselves, so they accept their captivity.’”  

Friends, this is an overt illustration of the covert strategy Satan followed in snaring Eve.  Once she was captured, he left the matter in her hands, and she, fully snared, offered the bait to Adam and he was snared, too!  I remember as a boy often hearing these lines of enticement, usually when someone was holding a sweet candy in his/her hand and offering it to me:

“Open your mouth and shut your eyes; 

                          I’ll give you something to make you wise.” 

I am quite sure that poem of enticement is an echo of the Garden of Eden exchange from Eve to Adam.  What was Satan’s subtle strategy? First, Satan penetrated Eve’s mind with a mild suggestion of doubt.  Then he stimulated a selfish desire in her heart.  Then, he secured the sinful decision from her that he hoped for: “She did eat” (Genesis 3:6).   First, one fence was put up to trap her, but it looked innocent enough—she was still free.  But then a second was erected, enclosing more of her mind in agreement with him.   Then a third fence, and finally, she was captive to sin and could not turn back.  You see, this story is not merely an old crusty myth stored in the dusty archives of ancient “religious” history.  It is as up-to-date as today’s newspaper—in fact, the full dimensions of this temptation story can be easily traced in today’s news, and the final dimensions of this story can be regularly seen in the headlines of the daily newspaper, and in the “breaking news” of today’s telecasts.      

 
Look at the steady but stealthy assault that Satan made on Eve’s mind.  Wrong thinking is usually the basis for wrong doing.  A mere insinuation led Eve to debate that which should not even have been considered.  When she started to dialogue with the Devil at his lead, she was lost.  When the Devil tempted Jesus in the wilderness, the Master did not discuss the matter from Satan’s point of view.  Instead, a quick, sharp, ringing reply of refusal came from the Divine side.  You see, the human mind is like a hotel or motel.  The manager of the establishment can’t keep people in the lobby from asking for a room, but he can certainly keep them from getting one.  Martin Luther paraphrased this truth in these words, “You may not be able to keep a bird from flying over your head, but you can keep it from building a nest in your hair!”   It is too late to return to Eden (read Genesis 3:24), so man uneasily roams around inside the fences of his captivity, a slave of sin but not wanting to admit it.  Also, the pain is alleviated temporarily (though it comes back with more intensity later) by the fact that there is plenty of “free corn” inside the fences.  But all of it is “outside of Eden.”   
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