“HOW TO KNOW AND ENJOY THE WILL OF GOD”

(Romans 12:1-2)


“I beseech you, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.  And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good, acceptable, and perfect, will of God.”


I believe that God has a big purpose and a detailed plan for each of our lives.  I believe, too, that He works out His purpose and plan while allowing us the “freedom” to make choices.  This means that we may make wrong choices along the way (just read the Biblical accounts of many of the “great saints” of the Bible, noting how they “stumbled all the way Home”), but I believe that He then weaves even these mistakes, errors and sins into the mosaic of our lives for His glory, for our good, and if we cooperate fully with Him, for the good of multitudes of other people.  I pray that no reader will take this last statement as an excuse or rationalization for sin.  Remember that God cannot forgive excuses, He only forgives sins.


There is a conspicuous sense of calm, poise, dignity, and authority when a follower of Christ knows that he is “in the center of God’s will” for his life.  The problem is, How do I know the will of God, and how can I get into “the center” of it?  If two bugs were on an automobile wheel, and one is at the center of the hub while the other is riding near the edge of the tire, which would know the greater turbulence?  Even so, it is very important to be in the center of God’s will.  Again, How can I get into “the center” of God’s will?  Though the question sounds very mechanical, and though we can deal with the problem like we would struggle under the weight of a great burden, there is a much happier side to this question than most people know.  No one should ever be afraid of God’s will.  God is not a tyrant looking for ways to abuse His children.  In fact, He is far more concerned that we truly and fully enjoy ourselves than we are.  However, the fact is that He knows that we can truly and fully enjoy ourselves only if we live on His terms, and the basic difficulty is that we want things on our own terms.  This is the natural bent of the flesh, the self-curl of each individual—and this bent may prevail even in a Christian.   So I would like to use this study to walk us again through some simple, Biblically-based principles for knowing and enjoying the will of God.    As we begin, let me state a dogma which I refuse to compromise:  Inside the will of God, there is no real failure, and conversely, outside the will of God, there is no real success.  I hold these principles to be universally true among human beings—and I believe that every human being will prove their truthfulness either positively or negatively.  So how can I know and enjoy the will of God?

I. I Must be SAVED

Let me begin with a requirement that is simplistically obvious to any real follower of Christ.  If I am to know and enjoy the will of God, the first requirement is that I must be saved.  I must be “born again” , “regenerated” , “justified”, “redeemed”, “reconciled” to God, and “adopted” into His Forever Family.  These six gigantic terms are the basic words that are used in the New Testament to define and describe the experience of Divine salvation.  Each of them is a vast study in itself, and I have dealt with these words in other extensive messages.  Here, however, I intend to simply say that if I am to know and enjoy the will of God, I must trust Christ and Christ alone to save me, and I must receive Him by faith into my heart, thus knowing Him personally.  None of this spiritual activity is “native” to a sinful human being; it is all engineered in him by the Holy Spirit of God. By this faith-reception of the Son of God as Lord of my life, I am instantly and forever saved.  This is the first and indispensable step toward knowing and enjoying the will of God.

This necessity is established in the text by the word, “brethren.”  In the New Testament, the word “brethren” is used as a spiritual description only for saved people.  Let this idea register deeply in your mind:  though God has purposes for all human beings, He makes Family Plans only for His own children.  In John 10:3-4, Jesus affirmed this basic fact when He said, “He (referring to Himself as the ‘Good Shepherd’) calls His own sheep by name, and leads them out. And when He puts forth His own sheep, He goes before them, and the sheep follow Him, for they know His voice.”  Read these two verses several times; they contain a volumn of information about what it is to be saved, and about the privileges of a saved person.      

You see, dear Christian, the day you were saved, you began to know and to fulfill the will of God at the same time.  The spiritual DNA you received at your new birth contains all the equipment you need to know and enjoy the will of God.  However, your new birth did not eradicate the “flesh”, or the possibility of reasserting selfishness or being controlled by that self-curl I referred to earlier.  So a part of the vocation of knowing and enjoying the will of God is to “walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit” (Romans 8:4).  Paul wrote essentially the same regulation when he said, “Walk in the Spirit, and you will not fulfill the strong drives of the flesh” (Galatians 5:16). 

If you have never been saved, let me tell you that your salvation is desired by God.  I Timothy 2:4 says, “God our Savior would have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.”  II Peter 3:9 says that God is “now willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.”  
Perhaps you are asking right now, How can I be saved?  Biblically, the word “saved” presupposes three things:  (1) A danger to be saved from, (2) A deliverer who “faces down” that danger for you, and (3) A deliverance that secures you from that danger.  How do those things become real?  First, admit the danger.  The danger is found in your own sin and its just penalty, so begin by admitting your sin.  Confess your sin directly to Jesus Christ, the One against whom you have sinned.  The Biblical word “confess” means to say the same thing as another says.  God tells the terrible truth about human sin, and you must agree with Him—that is confession.  Second, repent of your sins.  The word “repent” means to re-think your life, realize the deadly nature of your sins, and turn from them to Christ the Savior.  Repentance is a 180 degree turn—away from sin, and toward God.  Third, realize that God unconditionally loves you, and wants you to be saved.  God said, “I have loved you with an everlasting love, and therefore have I drawn you” (Jeremiah 31:3).  Let the magnetism of His mercy draw you to Christ, and surrender to that gracious “pull”.  Fourth, recognize that as an act of His mighty love, God sent His Son to die for your sins, and that Jesus in fact did die for you.  His Death is so personal to you that it is as if you were the only sinner who needed His Death, and He died personally just for you.  Fifth, remember that God says that, if you will trust His Son and receive Him by faith into your life, He will save you now and forever.  So, do trust Him now and let Him “save” (rescue, deliver) you from your sins, by His grace, and to His purposes.  When you are saved, you have immediately taken the first step to knowing, fulfilling and enjoying the will of God for your life.  

II. I Must be SURRENDERED

Secondly, if I am to know and enjoy the will of God for my life, I must be personally and fully surrendered to Him.  This surrender is made when I consciously receive and trust Jesus Christ as the Lord of my life.  

The text says, “I entreat you, my brothers, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God” (Romans 12:1).  This is “Lordship” language!  It means that I make a full, unqualified, unconditional, total surrender of myself—all that I am and have, all that I ever intend to be or do, everything—to Jesus Christ.  And this surrender is to be so decisive that you spend the rest of your life living according to the direction and momentum established by it.  The word “present” is an aorist tense verb in the Greek language, which means that this primary surrender is a crisis settlement.      

In the Jewish sacrificial system, there were several basic sacrifices prescribed.  One was called “the whole burnt offering,” so called because it meant that the entire animal was sacrificed unto God.   The prescription for it was that it was to be “all on the altar,” with nothing withheld.  This is also a description of the Christian’s happy and loving commitment to Christ.  The word “present” in the text means to “release.”  I am to release my life into Christ’s hands with no reservations.  Again, this is not a mere legal and lifeless transaction, like a reluctant soldier captured in battle and forced to yield himself against his will.  No, all of the dimensions of the Gospel entice the Christian’s happy surrender.  I, for one, am more-than-happy to surrender myself to such a loving and gracious “Captain of my salvation” (Hebrews 2:10), and I stand often among great numbers of believers who have the same spirit.  You see, surrender to Jesus Christ is not resigning yourself to the worst, but rather it is cooperating with the best God has for you.  

One of our problems at this point is that our self-curl and self-bias do not allow us to understand or accept the Biblical assessment of the unconditional goodness of God.  In John 10:10, Jesus made a contrast between the “other” will for human beings and the will of God.  He said, “The thief comes not, except to steal and kill and destroy, but I have come that you might have Life, and that you might have it more abundantly.”  In Jeremiah 29:11-14, we read (Amplified Bible), “I know the thoughts and plans that I have for you, says the Lord, thoughts and plans for welfare and peace, and not for evil, to give you hope in your final outcome.  Then <when you understand and accept this> you will call upon Me, and you will come and pray to Me, and I will hear and heed you.  Then you will seek Me, inquire for and require Me (as a vital necessity) and find Me, when you search for Me with all your heart.  I will be found by you, says the Lord.”   When the attitude of faith is cultivated in us, taking into full consideration the truth of God’s unconditional goodness, then the act of surrender is very inviting.  

Pastor Alan Redpath said, “The first step toward an enlightened mind is a surrendered heart.”  Again, this is a universal truth for all men.  In John 7:17, Jesus said, “If any man wills to do God’s will, he shall know of the teaching, whether it is from God, or whether I merely speak independently.”  The sad truth is that we are often more concerned about getting God’s OK on our plans than in having Jesus Christ show us His plans.  I read this statement written by Russ Johnston, a leader in the international Navigators organization:  “If you were to stack up all the verses in the Bible on doing the will of God in one place, and all the verses on knowing the will of God in another, there would be a giant pile on doing, and a tiny little stack on knowing.  Because once you’re committed to do, knowing comes easily.”

The determination on our part to do God’s will makes it easy for God to reveal His will and for us to accept and pursue it.   Surrender to God and His will are necessary for knowing and enjoying that will.  But let me specify again that I am speaking of happy surrender to a Person first. Speaking for true believers, Paul wrote in II Corinthians 5:9 (Amplified Bible), “We are constantly ambitious and strive earnestly to be well-pleasing to Him.”  This is the spirit of true Christian surrender to Jesus Christ.  Have you personally made such a surrender?  If so, do you daily maintain that surrender? 

III. I Must be SEPARATED UNTO HIM

Third, if I am to know and enjoy the will of God, I must be separated unto Him.  The text says, “And be not conformed to this world.”  The Phillips paraphrase of this verse states it very graphically:  “Do not let the world around you squeeze you into its own mold.”  You see, the unbelieving, godless world has a “shape”, a moral and spiritual “form,” and it is constantly enticing your conformity to its shape.  I was reminded of the Spirit-stifling shape or atmosphere of the world in a sentence I read just this morning in my Quiet Time.  The writer said, “If Christians permit it, they will suffocate in the spiritual smog that overhangs our civilization.” The word translated “conformed” is the long Greek word, “suschematizesthe”. Later in this same verse (Romans 12:2) Paul uses another word for the transformation of a Christian, the Greek word, “metamorphousthe”.  You may sigh and say, “Why are you using those big, threatening words.  They are ‘Greek to me”, I can’t possibly understand them.”  But that’s what a teacher is for.  I will try to explain them as simply as possible as the study is completed.  So the Christian has a moment-by-moment determination to make—will I allow myself to be squeezed into the self-centered, morally loose, vagrant, godless world system, or will I choose to be separated from the enticements of that world and maintain a steady walk with Christ?

Look again at that second long Greek word in the last paragraph, the word “metamorphousthe”.  The root of this word gives us our English word, “metamorphosis”, which describes an inward, character change which slowly works its way to visibility on the outside.  The familiar example is that of a lowly, crawling caterpillar becoming (metamorphosing, if you please) a beautiful butterfly flitting across the sky.  That long word is a Greek verb form.  Because it is a present tense verb, it calls for the maintenance of a consistent, continuous transformation in your life.  It literally means, “Go on being transformed.”  Because it is a passive voice verb, it means that you cannot produce this transformation in yourself. The spiritual energy of a Divine Person acting within you is necessary.  That simply means that you cannot transform your own life, you only live in availability to the One who can.  This victory cannot be obtained or maintained by indifferent, lazy, vagrant Christians.  This is one of the reasons so many Christians don’t “know” the will of God for their lives.  Every complaint they voice, every uncertainty they declare about God’s will, arises from a self-serving desire to merely satisfy their own curiosity about His will, or to selfishly extract some advantage from Him without even considering what His real purpose/plan for them really is.  Christian, you must cooperate with God on His prescribed terms if you are to know and enjoy His will for you.  Furthermore, this verb is an imperative mood verb, which means that it is an unconditional command of God.  This means that if you violate it, you violate yourself.  You see, the God who made you knows how you function, how the human organism operates, what best fulfills you and the purpose of your existence, and if you selfishly, sinfully choose to “stack your own deck” and merely “play your own hand,” you will consign yourself to an ignorant,  often angry, finally self-destructive, course—your own puny, pusillanimous, petty, protesting will for your own life.  The choice is clear, and no amount of protest against the structure of the universe will alter that choice or the consequences of making it.  
Someone truthfully said, “While Romans 7:4 described the Christian as one who is ‘married unto Another, even to Jesus who is raised from the dead,’ most Christians in America are engaged in a torrid affair with the world.”  It is useless for a person whose heart is in the world and whose life is patterned after the world to ask about the will of God.  God clearly states the contrast between His economy and the world’s godless philosophy and lifestyle,  and His command is clearly based on the awareness of that contrast—and the unquestionable advantage of knowing and enjoying His will.  The passage that states the contrast is found in II Corinthians 6:14-18.  Let me join a translation and a paraphrase together to capture the full and certain meaning of this crucial passage:  “What fellowship has righteousness with unrighteousness? And what communion has light with darkness?  Or what part has he who believes with an unbeliever? ”  The word translated “part” in the preceding question means “a portion”, or “a share”, or “a participation with”, thus the verse literally reads, “What portion or common participation do a believer and an unbeliever share?”  The presupposed answer is, None whatever.  God’s command to each Christian proceeds out of this contrast:  “So come out from among them, and be separate, says the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing, and I will receive you, and will be a real, guiding, providing Father unto you, and you shall be my real, relational, happy sons and daughters, says the Lord Almighty.”   We can now see that if a Christian willingly abides by God’s terms, God will never be reluctant to reveal His will to that Christian, and that Christian is already guaranteed by his spiritual tastes and habits to fulfill and enjoy God’s will for him.    

Let me include a further statement about this “conflict” between God’s economy and the philosophy and lifestyle of a sinful, godless world.  I was on a plane returning home from a long trip, and on the last long leg of the trip, I sat beside an older African-American lady, a delightful and gentle person.  In the course of the conversation, we began to talk about the things of God.  I found that she was also a sweet Christian, very understanding of her faith and with a deep, rich walk with God.  As we discussed the moral and spiritual atmosphere of our culture, she smiled and gently said, “It is obvious that this world is no friend of grace.”  If I may state the same truth otherwise, this world is the enemy of God and grace.  Its enmity against God is surfacing in more aggressive ways in our culture every day.  James 4:4 says, “Have you never learned that love of the world is enmity to God?  Whoever chooses to be the world’s friend thereby makes himself God’s enemy.”  One would think that the future of the Christian and the Christian movement in America is not bright, but the future of the Christian is always as bright as the promises of God.  Actually, it is the future of America that  is not bright! 

           “The mill wheels of God grind slowly, 

              But they grind exceeding fine.”  

America’s momentum is unlikely to be reversible, so God is progressively becoming the enemy of this country.  He is never morally neutral, and He is not good if He does not oppose and judge sin and evil.  However much unbelieving men may protest, scream, lash out, and curse God and those who know Him, they are only advertising their own bankruptcy, and if they continue in that course, each one will finally go over the brink into an endless judgment.  All such unbelief carries within itself the seeds, the germ, of its own destruction.  

This is the real rationale behind the existence and experience of a real Hell.  “The longsuffering of God is our present reprieve,” but there is a limit to the patience of God.  Early-on, God said, “My Spirit shall not always strive with man” (Genesis 6:3).  That became evident when the people (all except eight people) of that generation perished.  Unrepentant people constantly sow the seeds of their sin and rebellion, and they will reap what they have sown.  “Be not deceived, God is not mocked; whatever a man sows, that shall he also reap” (Galatians 6:7).  When a sinner dies and leaves this earth, he is a sinner still.  “Let him who is unjust <unrighteous, unjustified, unsaved>, let him be unjust still, and he who is filthy, let him be filthy still; and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still; and he that is holy, let him be holy still” (Revelation 22:11; note that this is in the last chapter of the Bible).  That is, a person’s moral and spiritual momentum, a person’s sinfulness or holiness, a person’s philosophy of life, determined by his relationship or lack of relationship with God, will continue and grow in eternity.  On the negative side, there is nothing in hell to arrest the growth of sin.  The grace of God, which is the only thing in the universe bigger than sin, is absent in hell.  There are no restraints there on the sinner, and his rebellion, sin, wickedness, protest, etc., will grow without restrictions.  And each sinner will continue with each passing moment  to reap what he is sowing.  You see, Hell means that God sadly “gave them over,” that He finally allowed them to have what they wanted.      
Christian, do you value God’s will enough to turn your back on the social enticements of the world, the spiritual enticements of the devil, and the selfish enticements of your own flesh?  Let me further explain the meaning of separation from the world.  According to Jesus, the Christian is to be “in the world, but not of it.”  He is to live in the atmosphere of the world, but he is not to take on its attitude. Biblical separation is the separation of insulation, not the separation of isolation. “Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world.  If any man love the world, the love for the Father is not in him.  For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.  And the world passes away, with the lusts thereof, but he who does the will of God abides forever” (I John 2:15-17).   Let me illustrate the Christian’s insulation from the world.  

Years ago, I saw a National Geographic television special that included a brief exposure of the lifestyle of “the European water spider”.  Because of one item of interest, I enlisted the help of a friend and we found more information on this interesting little creature.  We found that it lives underwater.  It has a large, bulbous tail, and when it gets ready to secure an underwater habitat, it raises its large tail and slaps it down on the surface of the water.  A rather large filmy sack woven by the spider on the top of its tail fills with air and the sack is fully inflated like a balloon.  Then the spider descends under the water, pulling the sack behind it, and secures the sack on a solid object, thus making a stationary home for it.  The spider enters and exits the sack through a “door”, an adjustable hole at the bottom, and remains secure in an otherwise threatening environment.  When the air is nearly gone, the spider simply surfaces with the sack and repeats the process.

This is an excellent illustration of a Christian’s involvement in the world.  His secure environment is “in Christ,” and as he abides there (John 15:1-8), he draws the resources for his real life from that environment.  Also, this environment insulates him from the threatening philosophy and lifestyle of the godless and unbelieving world.  However, the Christian is not isolated from the world.  He is to take the resources and testimony of his life in Christ and share them in the world, enlisting others to be saved and join him in Christ.  When the world begins to “rub off on him”, he is to simply repeat the “abiding” process and renew all the dimensions—relationship and resources--of his life in Christ.   

 Hear this clinching appeal from the Word of God:  “Since you are risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sits on the right hand of God.  Set your affections on things above, not on things on the earth.  For you are dead, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.  And when Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall you also appear with Him in glory” (Colossians 3:1-4).  The understanding of that paragraph of Scripture requires much study, meditation and illumination, but such a course will provide an insight and a gratification that are “out of this world”!   When all known issues are weighed, any born-again person should be willing to insulate himself in Christ from the enticements that challenge his victory in Christ, and should happily surrender himself to Christ.  Such a person will know and enjoy the will of God.

IV. I Must be SPIRITUALLY-MINDED

Finally, according to our text, if I am to know and enjoy the will of God for my life, I must be truly “spiritual”, or spiritually-minded.  Being spiritually-minded is the happiest, most rewarding, most gratifying, most fulfilling vocation I have ever known, and it is my observation that this is true universally.   No self-bent, worldly-minded person can possibly know the deep character satisfaction that comes from walking with God in full relationship with the Holy Spirit.  To know God as my intimate Father, to know Christ as my loving, capable Lord and Savior, and to know the Holy Spirit as the mediator and manufacturer of all things spiritual in my life—and to maintain daily fellowship with them—fulfills my humanity like nothing else can do.  And believe me, as one who has logged a lot of time in Satan’s camp, I know the difference between doing my own will and doing the will of God. 

This spiritual-mindedness is defined in our text in this statement, “Be not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, and thus you will prove in practice that God’s will is good, well-pleasing, and will yield total completeness in your life.”  Isolate the phrase, “Be transformed by the renewing of your mind,” and we will find our final secret for knowing and enjoying the will of God.

Let me begin with a Biblical distinction, the distinction between a carnal mind and a spiritual mind.  These two mentalities are poles apart, hemispheres apart, worlds apart, eternal destinies and destinations apart.  The two are explored, exposed and explained fully in such passages as Romans chapters six, seven and (particularly) eight, as well as in I Corinthians 2:14—3:3.  Because it would be impossible to address the riches of these passages in one short message, I will confine myself to remarks about the text and a few explanatory marks about the carnal and spiritual minds.  

“Be not conformed to this world”.  I dealt briefly above with the long Greek word that is translated “conformed” in this sentence; now, I would like to look at it more carefully in order to show the contrast that is expressed here between conformity to the world and transformation by the Word of God.  The word translated “conformed” means to allow an outward, external, temporary influence to shape or fashion your life.  In our text, it pictures a person who allows the prevailing mindset and morality of the world around to shape and form his entire mentality and resulting lifestyle.  God says, “Do not allow your life to be shaped or formed by the mentality and morality of a world system that operates independently of God.”   That would be a result of operating by a carnal, self-centered, world-oriented mind.  God’s will cannot be known or enjoyed by a carnal-minded Christian.     

Now, think of the positive mandate that follows that negative.  “But be transformed by the renewing of your mind.”   We have examined the word “conformed”, now let’s look again at the word “transformed”.  These two words show the alternatives, the choice between two mentalities, two influences and two results.  The word translated “transformed” should have a more familiar ring to it.  It is the Greek word, metamorphousthe, which emerges in a slightly different form in our word, “metamorphosis”.   While the word “conformed” deals with an influence imposed on your life from an outward source, the word “transformed” describes an inner character change that is permanent, a change that is monitored and manifested from within.  Furthermore, that inward change is so dominant and pervasive that it slowly works its way to visibility on the outside.  Thus the character change within controls the conduct that emerges on the outside.

Picture a lump of modeling clay sitting on a table.  I put my hands on it and shape it into a form of my making.  That is an example of the word translated “conformed” in Romans 12:2.  It describes a formation that occurs by imposing an outward standard on an object.  Paul said to the Christian, “Do not let the world impose its standard on you; do not allow yourself to be outwardly shaped by the world.”  Now, picture a caterpillar that lives an earth-bound existence, confined to a life of  lowliness and limitation.  But one day, the caterpillar weaves a cocoon about itself and goes into a season of hibernation in that cocoon.  While it remains there, a character change is occurring.  A “metamorphosis” is occurring.  It is being “metamorphosed”—that is, a change of its inner mode of life is occurring, a change which will soon emerge on the outside as well and will bring a completely new existence to the little creature.  When the metamorphosis is finished, the ugly little crawling caterpillar has disappeared through a radical change, and there emerges an absolutely transformed creature—a  beautiful butterfly, released from its earlier restrictions and capable of a much “higher” life.  It may be seen shortly after its emergence flying across the sky with a new beauty and a new freedom it never enjoyed before.  

This is a graphic picture of the difference between a B.C. (before Christ) sinner, and an A.D. saint (Latin, anno Domini, i.e., “in the year of our Lord,” marking a line of demarcation between the previous absence of Christ and the miraculous coming of Christ into the person’s life).  The saint has been revolutionized by the Holy Spirit through a dark and difficult conviction of sin and a revolutionary conversion to Christ.  Christ, once outside the person, now inside, has transformed his life.  The once “sinner”, now “saint”, has experienced a radical inner change into a new existence altogether.  In short, Christians become, in effect, a new species of humanity.  “If any person is in Christ, he is a brand-new creation; the old things are gone, a new Life has come” (II Corinthians 5:17).  This is what Jesus meant when he spoke to Nicodemus about being “born from above” (John 3:3, 7).  The world will be baffled and confused by this term, will minimize it as a figurative term for a new beginning,  will scorn it and dismiss it, and will not understand it—but the born-again believer in Christ may (to follow the earlier analogy) go on flitting across the skies with an unrestricted freedom, abiding above in his new life in Christ!
A Christian is a completely changed person.  Once-and-for-all transformed in character, he is to now engage in the vocational adjustments that are necessary to bring his outward conduct into sync with his inner character.  He is to experience an inner control of the Holy Spirit that negates the possibility of the outer control of the world or the inner revolt of the flesh.  He is to be “filled with the Spirit” (Ephesians 5:18) so that he will not revert to the self-dominated life of the flesh.  In short, he fulfills the command to “be transformed by the renewing of the mind.”  You see, it is God’s desire and design that His born-again child will take every necessary initiative to gain God’s wisdom and discernment, and will live by the determination of a spiritual mind.  His mind will experience a constant renovation, and he will progressively “walk in the Spirit”.

How does such a transformed life occur?  In an electronic world, most people today are familiar with the world of computer technology.  Everyone knows that a computer must be programmed before it will be of any real use to its owner.  A computer is a very technical, sophisticated, complex machine loaded with potential.  That computer is just like the life of each Christian.  However, because he was born in sin, and before he was converted to Christ, the unsaved sinner was held captive by Satan to do his will (II Timothy 2:26).  He “walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now energizes the children of disobedience.”  He also “had his lifestyle in times past in the lust of his flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and he was by nature a child of wrath, just like all other sinners” (Ephesians 2:2-3).  He needed/needs to be reprogrammed.  And this is precisely what our text means at this point.  This is the final vital and indispensable necessity for knowing and enjoying the will of God.  You must “be reprogrammed on a regular basis by the continual renewing of your mind in and through the Word of God.”

 Let me suggest three simple but crucial steps.  First, you must reject all carnal thoughts when they obtrude themselves into your mind.  Second, you must consistently redirect your mind toward God.  Third and finally, you must reprogram your mind with His truth.   As you “walk in the Spirit,” you shall not “fulfill the lusts of the flesh” (Galatians 5:16).  This “principle of replacement” will negate the possibility of being controlled by the flesh or the world.  The secret may be stated by this principle:  Every path taken is every other path forsaken.  If you take the path of the Spirit’s fullness, the path of the life inwardly transformed by the Spirit, you will not be “conformed to this world”.  

Let me close with an illustration from ancient legendary literature.  Two Greek heroes, Odysseus, king of Ithica, whom the Romans called Ulysses, and Orpheus, poet and musician, each by necessity had to sail by the deadly “Isle of the Sirens.”  The sirens were beautiful but seductive and destructive women.  Sin, too, may be beautiful, but it is always destructive.  In the story,  the sirens sang a seductive song which was irresistible to the sailors on board both ships.  However, the song of the sirens, while hypnotically alluring to the sailors,  only lured them to their destruction.  So the two Greek heroes, the captains of their respective ships, were both faced with the same deadly problem.  How could they get their ships and their sailors past this potentially fatal dilemma?  Well, the two leaders employed quite different tactics for resisting the siren’s fatal song.  Ulysses filled the ears of his men with wax and had himself lashed by ropes to the mast of the ship, and thus he barely made it past the isle of destruction.  But Orpheus used another strategy altogether to overcome the song of the sirens.  He brought his own singers with him, and when his ship approached the “field of temptation”, he simply let his own singers loudly sing their own sweet song!  They sailed freely past the Isle of the Sirens because they had replaced their appeal with their own music. This story illustrates the great principle of this text:  “Be not conformed to the world, but be transformed by the rehabilitation of your mind” by filling it with the Word of God.  

Jesus said, “If you know these things, happy are you if you do them” (John 13:17).  If you still have not been saved, I urge you to consider the nature and righteous requirements of the holy God of the universe.  Realize that you have sinned and that your sin is not an innocent “side affair” hidden away in your heart.  Your sin is an act and attitude of treason and rebellion against the very nature of God.  Confess your sin to Him for what it is.  Then, turn away from your sin and to Christ.  “Consider Him” (Hebrews 2:3) and His terms of salvation.  Trust Him today to save you and give you His gift of Eternal Life.  In the instant that you totally trust Him, you will be saved.   In that instant, He personally comes into your life and gives you His Gift of Eternal Life.  Actually, He is Eternal Life, and when you receive Him (John 1:12), you receive it.   

Christian, let me urge you to make a fresh crisis surrender of your self to the Lord Jesus Christ as the sovereign and saving Lord of your  life.

Tell Him that you want to live in separation from the world, insulated from its appeals by your position in Christ and your identification with His saving Life.

Live daily in the Word of God so that your mind will be so transformed that the “siren songs” of the world will have little or no appeal to you.  Having been enchanted by Jesus Christ, the charm of the world holds no allure for you anymore.

These are the steps revealed in our text for knowing and enjoying the will of God.  


“Lord, in my heart today, I give You full right-of-way,

              Work in me both to will and to do, And help me to be true to You.”       
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