





























The Biography Of A Fool


�Luke 12:13-21


�
 “THE BIOGRAPHY OF A FOOL”





     (Luke 12:13-21)





“And one of the company said unto him, Master, speak to my brother, that he divide the inheritance with me.  And he said unto him, Man, who made me a judge or a divider over you?  And he said unto them, Take heed, and beware of covetousness: for a man’s life consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth.  And he spake a parable unto them, saying, The ground of a certain rich man brought forth plentifully: And he thought within himself, saying, What shall I do, because I have no room where to bestow my fruits?  And he said, This will I do: I will pull down my barns, and build greater; and there will I bestow all my fruits and my goods.  And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry.  But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose shall those things be, which thou hast provided?  So is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.”








Very seldom did Jesus call anyone a “fool.”  The references to his using this word to describe individual human beings are very few in the New Testament.  In fact, in the mind of God, the word “fool” is so severe in describing a human being that Jesus Christ refused to trust us with the use of it.  In Matthew 5:22, Jesus said to His disciples, “Whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire.”  The word “fool,” is a word of such contempt that for a person to use it of another is to witness to the absence of Christian love in his heart.  Yet, Jesus described the man in this parable with the very word which He declared was off limits for us — “Thou fool.”





Jesus does not call this man a fool for all the possible reasons you can see in the story.  First, He doesn’t call him a fool because of his choice of vocations.  He was a farmer, deriving his living from the soil.  Of all professions, the agricultural profession is the most honest, the most natural, the most beautiful.  Jesus often commended the farming profession.





Second, Jesus doesn’t call him a fool because he was rich.  Jesus indicated that a man should fear to be rich, or fear when he is rich, because of the insidious dangers involved in wealth, but He also indicated that there is nothing inherently wrong with being rich.





Third, He doesn’t condemn him for the way in which he got his riches.  He apparently came by his wealth honestly.  He had enjoyed a run of unbroken prosperity.  His farm yielded heavy crops.  He had not defrauded, or embezzled, or stolen, or cheated anyone to accumulate his wealth.





�
Fourth, Jesus did not condemn him for his business intelligence and diligence.  This man had all the marks of a good business man.  He had insight and foresight.  He was very practical in his planning.  He insured himself against every possible financial or economic emergency.  He is not condemned for any of these things.  Yet, Jesus Christ, without any apparent tinge of sympathy or pity in his voice, called him a “fool,” and held him up as a warning to us.  Why?  Simply for this reason:  Though he had much that was commendable, he had omitted from his life the most important things of all.  In fact, he had omitted from his life the only things that really count.  I urge you to look soberly with me at this man’s costly omissions, and let us each beware lest we copy his foolishness.





 I.  HE COMPLETELY OMITTED GOD FROM HIS LIFE





First, Jesus called this man a fool because he completely omitted God from his life.  In verses  seventeen through nineteen, we are permitted to enter into the inner sanctuary of his thoughts, his problems, his plans, and nowhere does he mention God.  This man was an atheist in action if not in attitude or affirmation.





A few words about philosophical, or professing, atheism.  Philosophical atheism arises from an untenable state of mind.  You simply cannot deny the existence of that which does not exist!  Even an atheist must posit the existence of God in order to deny it!  A philosophical atheist necessarily assumes for himself what he denies for God — omniscience and omnipresence, as a bare minimum.  Aldous Huxley gave the most honest admission from an atheist that I have read.  Huxley wrote, “I took for granted that there was no God and no meaning.  I had motives for not wanting the world to have a God or a meaning.  Most ignorance is invincible ignorance — we don’t know because we don’t want to know.” 





R. C. Sproul, Christian theologian, said, “The existence of God is sometimes described as ‘a higher power.’  This is a calculated ambiguity.  If there is power present, there must be something generating that power.  But why are we inclined to substitute power for personal being?  Answer: there is an attractive escape hatch to evade personal moral culpability by reducing God to an amorphous, impersonal power.  I never have to worry about being judged personally by an impersonal force.”   





I believe that every atheist knows that God won’t go away just because you want Him to go away — or have a twisted need for Him to go away.  A philosophical atheist is like a man who cuts off his head to get rid of dandruff!





Imagine a man born without the ability to see, taste, hear, or smell.  He has only the sense of touch.  Suppose that he somehow communicated that the sense of touch was the only legitimate means by which any of us could know reality.  We would conclude that he was trying to limit others because of his own limitations.  This is how it is with a professing atheist.  Because he is self-limited in admitting the existence of God, he seeks to impose this limitation on others.  If that is not his motive — to register protest, or to convince others — he certainly spends a lot of time screaming against someone who “doesn’t exist.”  





However, I seriously doubt that the farmer in our story would have claimed to be an atheist.  He probably would have been thoroughly orthodox in religious profession.  But he was at least a practical atheist (probably the most dangerous kind of atheist).  





�
We know this when we hear this man think.  Verse seventeen says, “And he thought within himself.”  His life was a monologue with himself when it was designed to be a dialogue with God!  In the following words, we see this man as he really is.  You can’t always tell what a man is by the way he looks, but when you enter into his thoughts, his very soul is laid bare.  This man had no place in his thoughts for God, and when a man omits God from his thoughts, he is practicing atheism whether he professes it or not.  This man ignored God as if God had no existence at all.  When he looked out over the domain of his possessions, he spoke of “my fruits, my barns, my goods, my soul.”  His vocabulary is so full of “me” that he sounds like an opera singer in rehearsal — “me, me, me, me.”  It is so full of “I” that it looks like a picket fence — “I, I, I, I.”  It is so full of “my” that he sounds like a soul sighing over a horrible happening — “my, my, my, my.”  He employs only the grammar of atheism. 





This farmer did not shake a fist in heaven’s face and denounce God; he simply omitted Him; He simply forgot Him.  In Psalm 24, the Bible says, “The earth is the Lord’s, the fullness thereof, and they that dwell therein.”  In Ezekiel 18, the Bible says, “All souls are mine, saith the Lord.”  Everything this man had was a loan from God, but he spoke only of “my fruits, my goods, my barns,” and he even had the audacity to say, “my soul.”  But Jesus corrected his error in the very first verse of the parable.  He said, “The ground of a certain rich man brought forth plentifully.”  This man had not controlled the mineral content of the soil, or the constantly recurring seasons, or the sunrise and sunset, or the falling of the rain.  God had these in His control, but the rich farmer forgot God.  In the ninth Psalm, the seventeenth verse, the Bible says, “The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the people who forget God.”  This is the shortest pathway to oblivion for a human soul — just to forget God.  





But something else calls for our attention here.  It is not possible for a human being just to omit God from his life, and leave an empty vacuum in his heart where God should reign.  When the true God is omitted, the individual always invites false gods to take his place.  It is so in the case of this rich fool.  He omitted the true God, then he bowed down at the shrines of two false gods.





First, he bowed down to worship at the shrine of self.  In verses seventeen through nineteen, we hear him engaging in a conversation with himself, a soliloquy.  In the King James Version of the English Bible, his speech contains sixty-one words.  However, in the Greek language, his soliloquy contains only forty-six words.  However, in those forty-six words, the personal pronouns “I” and “my” occur twelve times!  This means that one word out of every four words is a personal pronoun.  The letter “I” was like a giant axle at the center of his life, and everything rotated around it.  He didn’t seem to have even a remote thought for anyone or anything except himself.  He was by far the most important person in his world.  





This is a perfect example of the true nature of sin.  In sin, man deposes God from the throne, and puts himself in God’s place.  Sin is man’s vain attempt, either deliberate or unconscious, and however large or small the stage, to occupy the center of the stage.  Sin is the enthronement of self on the throne which God alone ought to occupy.  This man personified sin by bowing down at the shrine of self.


�



But it’s usually true that when a person omits God, the sanctuary of his life becomes cluttered, not with one false god, but with many.  This man not only bowed down at the shrine of self, but also at the shrine of substance.  In Matthew 13:22, Jesus spoke about the “deceitfulness of riches.”  This man provides a perfect example.  He allowed his very self to be absorbed into his money.  He failed to keep a clear distance between himself and his possessions, and thus the clear distinction between the two became blurred to him.  This man erased the line between self and substance, between life and livelihood.  But death retraced the line which he had erased!  Death has a way of putting real things into bold relief and making them stand out from all the incidental things.  “This night thy soul shall be required of thee; then whose shall those things be which thou hast provided?”  At death, the man traveled one way, and his possessions traveled another!  And Jesus added, “So is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.”  This man made his first fatal omission when he completely omitted God from his life, and Jesus called him a “fool.”








                      II.  HE CONVENIENTLY OVERLOOKED HIS FELLOW MAN  





Second, Jesus called this man a fool because he conveniently overlooked his fellow man.  He made another very costly omission from his life: he omitted true human brotherhood from his attitudes.  This usually follows the rejection of God.  When a man violates the first great commandment — love for God, he soon violates the second, also — love for neighbor.  Please note that the Christian ethic calls for love for neighbor, not mere sentimental patronization or mere social supportiveness.  Love for neighbor will include social support and much more, but most of the failing secular tolerance which is not backed by aggressive incarnational contact and involvement is not the love of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  When the man in Jesus’ story omitted God from his life, he did not find it difficult to reject brotherly love from his attitudes.  





There are two things in this story that point up this costly omission.  One is in the nineteenth verse, when he said to his soul, “Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry.”   He thought he could feed his soul on bacon and eggs, on steak, beans and potatoes.  He told his soul to eat, but he apparently did not know the proper food and drink for a human soul.  Jesus said, “Man (human beings) shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God.”  That means that this farmer was something less than human in this story, trying to feed his soul on animal food.  So you might expect him to have no sense of human kindliness, and love, and charity, and brotherhood.  





�
But there is another thing in this parable which reveals the omission of “the milk of human kindness” from this man’s attitudes and actions.  We must remember that these words were spoken in first century Palestine, when so many were living at a subsistence level.  The first thing we hear this man say in this story is this: “What shall I do, because I have no room where to bestow my fruits?”  He asked, “What shall I do with my surplus food,” when so many thousands of people were starving around him.  He was completely void of any feeling for his fellow men.  He asked the question, “What shall I do?” because of his wealth, but just down the road from his palatial home his poor neighbor was asking the same question, “What shall I do?”, because of his poverty.  “What shall I do for my next meal?  What shall I do to buy shoes for the children?  What shall I do to pay for our accumulating bills?”  But the rich farmer forgot his fellow man.  He could have said, “I know what I will do with my surplus.  I will give part of it to my neighbor who is in financial difficulty and part of it to the poor widow who has all those children to support.”  But he didn’t; he omitted human brotherhood from his attitudes.





Have you ever stopped to consider how harshly and severely Jesus dealt with this omission from our lives?  In the three great parables of judgment which He told, the determining factor in all three is attitudes we have (or don’t have) and actions we take (or don’t take) with regard to our fellow men.  





One of these parables is the parable of the sheep and the goats in Matthew 25:31-46.  It is so embarrassing to our affluent and often indifferent lifestyles that we seldom hear it read in public (and we probably would prefer to avoid it in private reading, as well).  According to the parable, the saved and the lost will be divided and separated at the last judgment.  But the basis for the division is strange to our thinking.  To the saved, Christ says, “Enter into the joy of thy Lord, because I was hungry, and you fed Me; I was naked, and you clothed Me; I was in prison, and you visited Me.”  “Then the righteous answered Him, Lord, when did we see You hungry, and fed You?  Or thirsty, and gave you a drink?  When did we see You a stranger, and took You in?  Or naked, and clothed You?”  “And He answered, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as you have done it unto one of the least of these My brothers, you have done it unto me.”  And to the “goats,” who did not care for their fellow men, He say, “Inasmuch as you didn’t do it to one of the least of these my brothers, you didn’t do it unto Me.” 





In a book entitled The Master Plan of Teaching, Matt Friedeman presents this “Case Study.”





“Fred Tipton was driving along I-70 through Kansas with his wife and four-year-old son Timmy.  Suddenly, along the side of the interstate appeared a family similar to the Tiptons: father, mother, and two small daughters.  Fred slowed to a stop, ambled out of his car and helped the stranded family with their car trouble.  Back in the car, little Timmy was all questions.  ‘What was wrong Daddy?’ ‘Was the engine broken?’ ‘Did they have any toys?’  Fred patiently answered all the inquiries, but the last question intrigued him most?  ‘What was that man’s name, Daddy?’





“Fred didn’t even blink before replying, ‘That man’s name was Jesus.’  Timmy, jumping up on the back seat, said ‘What?’  ‘Yes,’ responded Fred, ‘the Bible says that when somebody needs help and we are able to help them, if we do so, we are actually helping Jesus.’  Proceeding from there, Fred took Timmy to Jesus’ story of the Good Samaritan.  Postscript: Is it any wonder that with parental teaching like that over a period of time, the most excited, activated layman in First Church is Dr. Timothy (Timmy) Tipton?”





�
Another of these parables is the story of the rich man and Lazarus in Luke 16.  The only wrong pointed out in the life of the rich man who went to hell was the wrong of failing to minister to the needs of the poor man, Lazarus, at his gate.  However, this man also made the costly omissions from his life that our rich farmer made in our parable.  First, he omitted God from his life, practicing a live of atheism.  Then, as we mentioned earlier, it was all but automatic that he would omit proper attitudes and actions toward his fellow man, which he did.  For these omissions, he went to a godless eternity.  





Perhaps someone protests, “But I thought we were saved or lost according to our relationship to Christ and according to our response to Him.”  Exactly!  But our relationship to Christ is clearly and infallibly reflected by our relationship to our fellow man.  One cannot be rightly related vertically — in his relationship with God, if he is wrongly related horizontally — in his relationships with his fellow men.  





Thus, his relationships look like the Cross (!) of Christ.  There is a large, heavy vertical shaft, and a smaller horizontal arm.  The weight-bearing part is the vertical part, but the cross is incomplete with the horizontal part.  The “weight-bearing part” of a Christian’s life is his relationship with Jesus Christ, but that part is only adequate when it holds up qualitative relationships with his fellow men.





I recently read the legend of a little village in the mountains that celebrated Christmas in a unique way.  Lovely gifts grew each Christmas on the trees in the forest behind the village.  You could pick beautiful dolls, games, toys, etc., from the trees.  The day before Christmas, the children would be permitted to go out into the forest to pick out lovely gifts for all their brothers, sisters, parents, and friends.  One Christmas Eve, one unusually precocious child said, “This is ridiculous.  How do we really know what the others want?  Let each choose his own gift, then each will get what he wants.”  All the children approved the idea — that is, all except one little boy, who had a crippled sister.  So he forgot himself, and went to get a gift for her.  The children returned crestfallen.  One after another said, “There were no gifts on the trees this year.”  The little boy was shocked.  “No gifts?” he said.  “How can you say that?  I found the best gift I have ever given to my sister.  But the forest was so full, I had trouble choosing.”  





Someone said, “If we don’t give out, we’ll soon give out.”  Tuck this statement of Jesus away in the fine print of your mind and let it haunt you: “He who would save his life shall lose it, but he who would lose his life for My sake and the Gospel’s shall save it.”  As the legend points out, this applies in a special way in interpersonal relationships.  





Simone Weil said two great forces rule the universe: gravity and grace.  Gravity causes one body to attract other bodies so that it continually enlarges by absorbing more and more of the universe into itself.  This same force operates in human beings (it is evident in our story).  We too want to expand, to acquire, to swell in significance.  Grace is the only exception — God’s grace extended to us, and a responsive grace extended from us to others.  





Ron Mehl wrote, “If God filled the barn, then I can afford to empty it.  But if I believe I filled it, I will be reluctant to pour out the goods upon others.”  If I refuse to pour out to others, I will finally have to sponsor my own life, but if I do pour out what God gives me to others, He will sponsor me every day and forever.  





�
In I John 4:20, the Bible says, “If a man says, I love God, and despises his brother, he is a liar: for he who loves not his brother whom he has seen, how can he love God whom he has not seen.”  That unbalanced and hypocritical person is like a child being held in his father’s arms and hugging his father’s neck — while sticking out his tongue at his sister behind his father’s back!  The horizontal violation cancels the vertical profession!  The man who has omitted charitable attitudes and actions toward his fellow man has omitted Christ.   





This man made his second fatal omission when he conveniently overlooked his fellow man, and Jesus called him a “fool.”	





                        III.  HE CONTINUALLY OPERATED HIS LIFE WITHOUT 


                                            A VIEW TO DEATH AND ETERNITY





Third, Jesus called this man a fool because he continually operated his life without a view to death and eternity.  His calculations failed to include the crisis of death and the consideration of an endless eternity.





He omitted death from his calendar of events.  He said, “You have much goods laid up for many years.”  But he was accurate in only one-half of that sentence.  He did indeed have “much goods laid up,” but he could not store up the years and call them his own.  We can lay up the goods, but we cannot lay up the years.  When he said, “many years, God said, “This night.”  All this man could see was an indefinite future — “many years.”  He could not see the definite seconds, the definite minutes, the definite hours, the definite weeks, the definite months — for which he was responsible to God.  He saw the future as always stretching into the distance before him, but never as a present possession.  But God broke into his plans for the future with the words, “This night your soul shall be required of you.”  God sometimes gives His tenants but short notice before their eviction from time into eternity, and then the grim reaper moves in to do his work.  





In my earlier years, I stood countless times beside bodies of water—lakes, ponds, slow moving rivers and streams—and skipped flat, smooth rocks across the surface of the water.  Often, when throwing rocks with a companion, we would compete by counting the number of skips across the surface.  But I noticed that, no matter now much strength you put into the throw, no matter how much momentum you gave to the stone to skim across the surface, it always lost that momentum very rapidly, and then it sank into the water and disappeared from sight.  Life and death are like that.  Personal experience may skim and dance merrily over the surface of life, but it always sinks at last into the deep waters of the river of death.  Then what?  Then what?  





�
The church calendar of many churches contains a day called “Ash Wednesday,” the first of the forty days of Lent.  In those churches, the pastor touches a moist finger to ashes in a dish and touches the forehead of each participant, saying solemnly, “Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.”  Remember, you, too, must die!  It has been referred to as “the day of the personal ashes,” but the ashes of that day are not really personal.  However, for each of us, there will soon be a day of personal ashes — mine, yours, ours!  Remember that you, too, must die!  What “Ash Wednesday” does not tell us is reserved for the Resurrection.  The cure for death is in dying, for without that there could be no resurrection.  Even the message of the Resurrection must begin with the contemplation of death.  Christ’s own death preceded His resurrection, and my death must precede my resurrection, and your death will and must precede your resurrection.  Unwise and unhappy is the man whose life does not include preparation for his own death.  What a sad shock his resurrection will be!   





In Psalm 90, the psalmist shows us the course of wisdom in this prayer: “Lord, teach us to number our days, that we may apply our hearts to wisdom.”  But the foolish man in the parable of Jesus had no sense of his stewardship of time because he had omitted death from his calendar of events.





Let me repeat an analogy from the game of Monopoly, an analogy which I heard on a taped message delivered by John Ortburg.  Ortburg said, “I learned how to play Monopoly from my grandmother.  She was the most ruthless Monopoly player I’ve ever heard of in my life.  She played by the rule, ‘The object of the game is to ACQUIRE!’  When we played, and I got my initial money from the bank, I just tried to hold onto it.  She spent all she could, buying up every piece of property she landed on, and always mortgaging property to get more.  Eventually, she would accumulate almost everything.  She would be the master of the board.  She understood that money is the object of the game.  Possessions are a matter of survival.  She beat me every time.  Then she would look at me and say, ‘One day, you’ll learn how to play the game.’  She was quite cocky at that stage of our lives! 





“When I was about ten, I played every day with a kid who lived in our neighborhood, and it dawned on me that the only way to beat anyone in Monopoly is to make a total commitment to acquisition.  By the time fall rolled around, I was more ruthless by far than even my grandmother!  When I played her again, I was willing to do anything to win.  I played slowly, methodically, coldly, calculatedly, cunningly, ruthlessly.  Relentlessly, inexorably, I ran her off the board.  The game does strange things to you!





“I can still remember it like yesterday.  I took everything she had; I destroyed her financially and psychologically.  I saw her quit in utter defeat.  This was the greatest moment of my life!





“And then she had one more thing to say to me; she had one more lesson to teach me.  She said, ‘Here is the greatest lesson of all.  When the game is over, it all goes back into the box — all the houses and hotels, Boardwalk and Park Place, all those railroads and utilities, all of that wonderful money.  When it’s all over, it all goes back into the box!’





“I wanted to leave the board out — permanently!  I wanted to bronze all of my properties as a memorial of my victory!  But when she said, ‘It all goes back into the box,’ she was saying that none of it is really yours.  It doesn’t really belong to you.  You don’t really own any of it.  You just have the use of it for a little while, and then it all goes back into the box.  And next time, it will all go to someone else.





�
“When the game ends — and the game always comes to an end — the stuff all goes back into the box.”





In a similar story published in a 1999 edition of Our Daily Bread, Richard DeHaan wrote, “I once read about a man who bought a luxurious house and filled it with expensive and impressive furnishings.  After taking a friend on a tour through the mansion’s many spacious rooms, the owner asked proudly, ‘Well, what do you think of it?’  He expected to hear lavish praise, so he was stunned when his guest replied, ‘It is magnificent; but to be perfectly frank, things like this make a deathbed terrible.”





You see, death is the great Dispossessor, and that man is a fool who omits death from his calculations. Jesus called this rich man a “fool” because he omitted death from his contemplations.


	


He also omitted eternity from his considerations.  Bob Ingersoll, the famed agnostic, gave his followers the motto, “One world at a time, please.”  The problem with that motto is that, If your plans are not made with both worlds in mind, you can’t properly prepare for either of them.  This wealthy farmer might have lived by that “one world” philosophy.  He never seemed to have a thought for anything except the world in which he was living.  In fact, he doesn’t even seem to have been aware that there was another world.





One of the great preachers of Christian history was Dr. Thomas Chalmers.  He is renowned for his famous sermon entitled “The Expulsive Power of a New Affection.”  However, when he was a young pastor, he spent five days of each week lecturing on mathematics at St. Andrews University.  He openly declared to his friends that two days a week was all that was necessary to complete his duties as a pastor.  However, in the middle years of his life, he saw his mistake and regretted his error.  When he was asked about the reason for his early opinion, he replied, “I had explored every magnitude of mathematics known to man, but I had forgotten the two greatest magnitudes of all.  I had no thought for the shortness of time, and I had recklessly forgotten the vastness of eternity.”  Those words also covered the experience of the rich fool, and they describe many a foolish sinner today.





I have read several accounts of the sinking of the “unsinkable” Titanic.  In one of them, a captain of ocean-going ships said, “With a ship as big as the Titanic, you have to think several miles ahead.”  The presumptuous failure to “think several miles ahead” was instrumental in sinking one of the greatest passenger ships that ever sailed the seas.  Most people, like the rich but foolish farmer of our text, live such small lives and have such limited horizons that they never think very far ahead.  This poor planning leads to eternal disaster.  The Bible speaks of a continuing higher life in which there is no more death, and of a continuing deeper death in which there is no more life.  The dividing point between the two is the presence or absence of a personal relationship with Jesus Christ, such a relationship that builds Divine love into all the other relationships of life.  Do you have such a relationship with Him?  





�
May I say this plainly to you today?  You are not ready for eternity unless you are ready to die, and you are not ready to die unless you are ready to live, and you are not ready to live unless you have received Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and Saviour and have taken Him into every thought, word, and deed of your life.  If you have done that, then you are also making adequate adjustments of the attitudes and actions of your life to your fellow men.    





This story is as old as time and as new as today.  By their lifestyles, many people fall under the condemnation which Jesus expressed in the word, “fool.”  The Greek word translated “fool” is the word “aphren,” which means “no sense,” or “no brain.”  I saw a silly bumper sticker which read, “Remain insane.  It’s less drain on the brain.”  Many seem intent on this unwise lifestyle.  





Every student of high school or college is familiar with the word “sophomore.”  The sophomore year in high school or college is usually not a favorite year, but it provides quite a parable of life.  The word “sophomore” is a world in itself.  It is derived from a compound Greek word.  The word “sophos” is the Greek word for “wisdom” or “wise.”  “Moros” is the other Greek word.  This word gives us our word, “moron,” the word for an abject fool.  Joined to one another, the two words could mean “a wise fool.”  This may define a person who thinks he is wise but is actually a fool, or it may describe a person who thinks he is a fool but is actually wise.  You can see why a sophomore might be called a sophomore.  Either of those things may be true of him.  However, let’s explore another possible definition.  A “sophomore” is a person who stands poised between foolishness and wisdom, and he will only have true wisdom if he pursues the course all the way to his graduation.  He is wise enough to be in school, and moron enough to know that he needs a lot more of it!  What a picture of the believer who knows what a fool he was outside of Christ, and is now becoming more and more a “fool for Christ’s sake” (I Corinthians 4:10).  He is solidly building his life around a faith-walk with God, a loving ministry to his fellow men, and a spiritual view of death and eternity.  And God has made him wise enough to pursue the course all the way to his graduation, seeking to get “The Master’s Degree” at the end!




















